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What is the Air Mobility Command Museum? 

 Located in Hangar 1301 on Dover Air Force Base, Kent County, Delaware, the AMC 
Museum is part of the National Museum of the United States Air Force’s field museum 
system.  
 One of the reasons your AMC Museum continues to provide a great educational expe-
rience is that we stick very closely to our reason for being.  
 So exactly what is our “mission”? Broken down by numbers our mission is 70 percent 
airlift and air-refueling, 20 percent Dover AFB history and 10 percent Air Force general 
history. Our aircraft and artifact collection sticks very closely to that breakdown. But we 
work hard to be much more than numbers. We tell the stories of the people who have 
served in our nation’s Air Force, and we offer the only opportunity for many visitors to 
see the actual aircraft and meet the people who have served our country.  
 Hangar 1301 was placed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1994.  
 Although located on Dover AFB proper, entrance to the Museum may be made from 
Delaware Route 9, south of the base. Admission to and parking at the Museum is free 
and military identification is not required. The Air Mobility Command Museum is open 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Tuesday through Sunday. It is closed on Mondays, Thanksgiving, 
Christmas and New Year’s Day. For more information, call 302-677-5938 or 302-677-
5991. 
    We like to say we are a window to your Air Force. Let us know how we can continue to 
improve our outreach and family-friendly experience. 

Cover:  
  Air Mobility Command Museum 
restoration shop volunteer Gene 
Williams looks over the landing 
gear mechanism for the Muse-
um’s C-119B, which arrived 
Aug.30 on the back of a flatbed 
tractor trailer.  
  “The condition overall isn’t bad, 
but it’s heavily corroded,” Wil-
liams said.  

The AMC Museum Hangar 
Digest is published quar-
terly and is dedicated to 
the preservation of our 
airlift and tanker herit-
age. All articles, unless 
otherwise noted, are writ-
ten by the editor.  
Viewpoints in this publica-
tion are those of the contrib-
uting authors and do not nec-
essarily reflect the opinions of 
The AMC Museum Founda-
tion or of the Museum’s staff. 
Subscriptions are free and 
are mailed via nonprofit 
standard mail to paid-up 
members of The AMC Muse-
um Foundation Inc. 
Contributions. Reader com-
ments, articles and ideas are 
solicited for future issues. 
Mail to The Hangar Digest, 
1301 Heritage Road, Dover 
AFB DE 19902-5301; fax 302-
677-5940; or email piff-
brown1898@ gmail.com. 
Contact Editor Master Sgt. Jeff 
Brown, USAF (Ret.) via email at 
piffbrown1898@gmail.com. 
Photos are by Jeff Brown, 
unless otherwise noted. 

Air Mobility Command Museum 
Mission Statement 

The mission of the Air Mobility Command Museum is 
twofold:  
● To present the history and development of military 
airlift and tanker operations. 
● In a goal closely aligned with the first, to portray the 
rich history of Dover Air Force Base and its predecessor, 
Dover Army Airfield.  
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Restoration 

 Things are coming together -- literally -- 
for the Air Mobility Command Museum’s 
restoration crews. 
 Newly-installed 436th Airlift Wing com-
mander, Col. Joel W. Safranek visited the 
Museum Sept. 5, along with vice com-
mander Col. Matthew E. Jones, to have a 
firsthand look at the facility and to learn 
about its operations. Director John Taylor 
credited Safranek with arranging the fund-
ing necessary to complete reassembly of the 
historic C-119B. 
 Worldwide Aircraft Recovery, of Belle-
vue, Neb., which disassembled the plane 
and brought it to Dover from Edwards 
AFB, Calif., will be working to rebuild the 
plane, Taylor said. 

 Worldwide Presi-
dent Marty Batura 
and his crew soon will 
return to Dover to 
tackle the Flying Box-
car’s reassembly. 
 “Once he does that, 
the long restoration 
process will begin,” 
Taylor said. 
  However, restoration 
crews discovered a 
surprising amount of 
deterioration inside 
the plane, due to its 
having been out in the 
California weather for 

the past few decades, 
Taylor said. 
  “It’s in a little bit 
worse shape than we 
thought,” he said. 
  Because of the cor-
rosion, reassembly 
probably will take 
place during the 
spring/summer 2019 
timeframe with resto-
ration work, includ-
ing a new coat of 
paint, continuing to 
bring the aircraft up 
to display-ready con-
dition. 
  This means a delay 
in plans to formally 
unveil the restored 
aircraft, along with 

the appropriate ceremonies, until at least 
2020, he said. 
 The aircraft was stationed in Japan when it 
was called to drop a series of mobile bridge 
sections to U.S. Marines trapped at the Chosin 
Reservoir. It is the second-oldest Flying Box-
car in existence and the only surviving aircraft 
from that operation. 
 Taylor also reported Worldwide was com-
pleting the reassembly of the KB-50, recently 
acquired from MacDill AFB.  A lot of clean-
up still is needed to finish the rehabilitation 
work; restoration chief Les Polley said the 
aircraft is about 80 percent complete  
 Funding for much of the work on the KB-
50 is coming from a $25,000 donation from 
the TAC Tanker Association. 
  To learn more about that group, all 
former military personnel associ-
ated with the KB-29 or KB-50, 
visit https://www.tactankers.com.  

C-119B and KB-50: it’s all coming together 

A very wide turn was needed to bring the C-119’s fuselage to the 

Museum. 

Larry Koewing photo 

 

The team from Worldwide Aircraft Recovery took a giant, three-
dimensional jigsaw puzzle — the Museum’s new KB-50 — taking 
it apart in Florida and putting it back together in Delaware. 
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Tribute 

Phil White wraps up 17 years on AMCMF Board 
 Phil White admits he was kind of down on 
the Air Force as he went through his initial 
pilot training. 
 That’s a startling admission from someone 
whose association with the Air Force has 
spanned more than a half century. But White, 
who until recently served as secretary to the 
AMC Museum Foundation’s board of direc-
tors, admits it’s true. 
 It was 1963 and White was a married col-
lege graduate, already well established in the 
civilian workforce. 
   Then a letter from his local Selective Service 
Board arrived.  
 “The Vietnam War was going on,” he re-
called. “I was a civilian just shy of 26 years 
old when I got my draft notice. I went up for a 
physical and was told that in three weeks I’d 
be in the Army.” 
 Not liking that vision of the future, White 
instead went to see the Navy and Air Force 
recruiters. He chose the latter. 
 “I figured I didn’t have too many options,” 
he recalled.  
 White didn’t know it as he signed his paper-
work, but he was just getting started on a life-
long career that would put him in the cockpit 
of the world’s biggest aircraft, flying missions 
to remote parts of the planet. 
 
Airplanes at Evansville 
 Members of White’s family had established 
a small military tradition while he was grow-
ing up during World War II in Evansville, 
Ind., along the banks of the Ohio River. 
 One of his uncles served in the Navy in the 
South Pacific, where he almost was the casu-
alty of a kamikaze attack, the other was draft-
ed into the Army in 1942. 
 His father was a civilian meteorologist post-
ed in Evansville who volunteered for the war 
effort as a weather observer on an old ship 
anchored in the Atlantic. The Weather Bureau 
converted six old Coast Guard cutters into 
floating weather stations, with two on duty at 
a time. 
 The elder White would issue forecasts from 
more than 200 miles out in the ocean that 
would be transmittedto passing aircraft. 
 Despite this mundane job description, the 
work was dangerous: a sister ship was torpe-
doed while on duty and in 1944 another made 
a daring rescue of 11 men who had been 
caught in an explosion on another ship. 
 But it was what was going on in Evansville 
during the war that caught the attention of the 
young Phil White. 
 “I was always around airplanes when I was 
a kid,” White said. “Sometimes my dad would 
take me out to the airport to watch them. 
There was a civilian plant that had been con-
verted into making the P-47 Thunderbolt, and 

Dad and I would watch them on their initial 
takeoff, right out of the factory.” 
 
‘I wasn’t used to studying’ 
 White entered Officer Training School 
in October 1966 at Lackland Air Force 
Base, Texas, and emerged three months 
later with a second lieutenant’s commis-
sion. 
 “We never thought of ourselves as ‘90-
day wonders,’” he said. “Maybe those 
guys from the Air Force Academy 
thought we were, I don’t know.” 
 Fifty-three weeks of undergraduate pilot 
training at Vance AFB, Enid, Okla., followed. 
It was not his favorite time in the military, 
White recalled. 
 He was married, living off base and his first 
wife did not like the arrangements. 
 “She didn’t work, had to stay at home and 
didn’t have a car. She was not a happy camp-
er,” he said. 
 The daily training routine was no picnic 
either, White said. 
 “I’d be up at 4 a.m.; I couldn’t shower 
because all we had was a bathtub. I had to 
be out at the base at 5:30, and it would be 
half a day of academics and the other half 
flying.” 
 “I kept thinking, I’d been out of college 
for four years and I wasn’t used to studying 
anymore. I’d end up studying until midnight 
and then be up at 4:30 to do it all over 
again.” 

 White stuck it out, however, graduating 
in February 1968. That’s when things began 
to look up. 
 Assigned to the Operation Looking Glass 
project out of Offutt AFB, Neb., White de-
lighted in flying the EC-135 that served as an 
airborne backup to the Strategic Air Com-
mand’s command post. 
 “We’d fly for 8 and one-half hours a day, 
and there was always a plane in the air, 24-
hours a day,” he said.  
 Each plane had a general officer on board 
who was entrusted with the authority to retali-
ate for any Soviet attack in the event other 
command centers were knocked out of com-
mission. 
 The program itself lasted almost 30 years. 
 
‘Just a bigger airplane’ 
 Being as it was the latter part of the 1960s, 
however, after almost four years at Looking 
Glass, White received the almost inevitable 
orders for Southeast Asia. There, he learned, 
he’d be taking on a combat role, flying the 
Cessna A-37 Dragonfly light attack aircraft. 
 But fate intervened. 
 “I got those orders the day after Thanksgiv-
ing, 1971,” White recalled. “By Monday they 
had been canceled because I wasn’t allowed in 
a combat zone because of my high-security 
clearance from Looking Glass.” 
 Instead, after a short stint as a reconnais-
sance officer at Osan Air Base, Korea, White 
was chosen as an aide to 314th Air Division 

In addition to his military memorabilia, Phil White also has amassed an incredible col-
lection of golf items, including a full set of museum-quality 1925 George Nicoll clubs, 
handmade in Scotland. 
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commander Maj. Gen. (sel.) Travis R. 
McNeil. 
 Dealing with the niceties of high-level pro-
tocol and doing the legwork for a soon-to-be 
two-star general officer was an unusual as-
signment for a man used to flying every day. 
 “It was really unique,” White said. 
“Everywhere he went, I went. I got to sit in on 
classified briefings and I traveled a lot. But it 
was an enjoyable tour.” 
 White’s Korea tour ended as the Vietnam 
War was in its final phases, meaning the Air 
Force had a surfeit of junior pilots who need-
ed more cockpit time. That meant senior pi-
lots, who had more than 3,000 hours in the 
air, would be assigned staff positions.  
 White was sent to Kelly AFB, San Antonio, 
to work with the Air Force’s security services, 
a job that also entailed a lot of time away from 
home.  
 Thankfully, that job ended with a return to 
the cockpit. 
 “I got orders to Dover to fly the C-5,” 
White said. “It was during the transition time 
from the C-141, but I hadn’t flown for more 
than three years. So they sent me to Oklaho-
ma for three months training before I got to 
Dover.” 
 White quickly rediscovered the joy 
of piloting. 
 “It’s true what they say about getting on a 
bike even if you haven’t ridden one for 
years,” he said. “It’s the same with flying. 
Once you have the basic motor skills you just 
adjust for a bigger airplane.” 
 
Destination Tehran 
 World events resulted in one of White’s 
more memorable missions during the Iranian 
Revolution. 
 “We had been flying some pretty routine 
missions including one to Saudi Arabia,” 
he said. “We expected to be heading back 
to Dover when we were ordered to go to 
Tehran.” 
 Rioting between supporters of Mohammad 
Reza Shah Pahlavi and the Ayatollah Ruhol-
lah Khomeini were putting American depend-

ents in danger, and the State Department had 
ordered them out of the country. 
 Once they were on the ground, White’s 
crew was to load up the women and children 
while the C-5’s engines were still running. 
 “You didn’t want to have shut down the 
engines and then not have them start,” he said. 
 But getting into Iran’s embattled capital 
proved difficult, not because of the fighting 
but because of the weather, he revealed. 
 “It was very foggy, and we made three 
approaches without ever seeing the runway,” 
he said. “We went into a holding pattern until 
the weather improved a little and on the fifth 
try we could see just enough of the runway to 
land.” 
 White’s crew loaded up as many of the 
dependents as possible and immediately got 
back into the air. 
 “That mission gave us a lot of satisfaction 
because we had been able to help others,” he 
said. “It was more interesting than just hauling 
cargo.” 
 It was a mission that tested both the C-5 
and its crew. 
 “We flew nonstop from Amarillo [Texas] 
to Tehran, a 21-hour mission,” he said. “We 
had to do an aerial refueling off Newfound-
land and again near Spain because no country 
would let us land for fuel because we were 
taking weapons to a third-world power. 
 “We were really tired when we got there,” 
he said. 
 After his time at Dover, White was as-
signed to another staff job at Military Airlift 
Command headquarters at Scott AFB, Belle-
ville, Ill. Following that four-year tour, he 
returned to Dover as a liaison between the Air 
Force and Delaware’s Civil Air Patrol. 
 Now a lieutenant colonel, White knew the 
job meant he’d probably never get promoted 
to full colonel, but that didn’t matter. 
 “I loved the job and I loved it because I got 
to fly Cessnas,” he said. White kept the CAP 
job until his retirement in August 1991. 
  After a short stint as a substitute high school 
teacher, White returned to flying by teaching 
aviation skills for Wilmington College (now 

University) in Dela-
ware. Afterward, he 
managed the civilian 
air terminal at Dover 
Air Force Base as 
well as a small civil 
airport near the tiny 
town of Cheswold, 
Delaware. 
  The latter position 
gave him a chance to 
hobnob with NAS-
CAR pilots and car 
drivers who flew into 
Dover twice a year to 
race at the nearby 
Dover International 
Speedway. He also 
met many Holly-

wood, music and political figures including 
Wayne Newton, Hall and Oates, Newt Gin-
grich and Steve Forbes. 
 
‘The best non-paying job’ 
 White retired for good in 2001 -- or so he 
thought. 
 “I had a friend who was on the Museum’s 
board of directors and he said they needed a 
secretary. He suggested I take the job,” 
White said. 
 White knew about the Museum which 
only was a few years old at the time, and was 
impressed with the strides it already had 
made toward becoming a full-fledged field 
museum. 
 Still, he was hesitant. 
 “I didn’t really want to do it,” he admitted. 
“I was enjoying myself playing golf. But I 
still had an interest in airplanes and so I de-
cided to do it.” 
 Thus began a 17-year association with the 
AMC Museum that included chairmanship 
of the annual Golf Tournament Fundraiser, 
the Foundation’s largest money-raising 
event. 
 In all, White estimates the golf outings 
brought in more than $84,000, including more 
than $10,000 raised in a single tournament. 
 His commitment was such that he and 
Anne also attended virtually every event 
hosted by the AMCF board, noted board 
President Don Sloan. 
 “His continued and consistent dedication 
to the AMCM Foundation and to the Muse-
um itself as a volunteer and secretary has 
simply been outstanding,” Sloan said. 
 White reluctantly brought his stint with the 
Museum board to an end early in 2018. 
Slowed down by a knee operation and the 
need to care for an ailing Anne prompted the 
decision. 
 He has no regrets, however. 
 “This was the best non-paying job I ever 
had,” he said. “It’s been great seeing the 
Museum grow from infancy to what it is 
today, the most visited free attraction in Del-
aware. 
 White gives tons of credit to the Muse-
um’s many volunteers who, like himself, do 
the job because they love the Air Force and 
they love airplanes. 
 “You’ve got the people who do all the 
restoration work and then you’ve got all the 
tour guides,” he said. “The restoration guys 
work behind the scenes and they’re so criti-
cal to the operation. If they didn’t make our 
airplanes look good, the Museum would not 
be what it is. 
 “We’ve also got the best group of tour 
guides and you cannot find a more knowl-
edgeable group. Not to be left out are the 
superb Museum store volunteers, who actual-
ly are the Foundation’s largest money-
makers.  
  “Together, these three key elements 
make the Museum what it is today.” 

White as a young officer with his T-38 trainer after completing 
Undergraduate Pilot training at Vance AFB, Enid, Okla. 

Phil White photo 
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By 
Don Sloan FOUNDATION NOTES 

  “Once you’re in, you can’t get out,” our longtime Foundation board mem-
ber, Secretary Extraordinaire and friend, Phil White, once said. But alas, 
unfortunately for the Museum and the Foundation, Phil IS getting out.  

  His most obvious contribution has been as secretary for the Foundation. He 
took the position, tackled it head-on and has done an amazing job of documenting 

the Board’s activities for more than a decade and a half. The position is deceiving and sounds 
easy, but as one of the few who has done the job on the rare occasion when Phil was absent, let 
me assure you, it is not.  
 But Phil didn’t stop there. His love of, and dedication to, the Museum and the Board al-
ways has been very evident throughout these 17 years. His always-significant involvement in 
so many functions was always productive and cheerful. He often enlisted help from the love 
of his life, Anne. In 2016, John Taylor presented him with the coveted AMC Museum Volunteer of the Quarter.  

  Perhaps Phil’s other greatest contribution was his unrelenting commitment to 
running the Foundation’s Annual Golf Tournament, chairing it for most of his 17 
years as a board member. Part of his genius was being able to tap previous board 
members to work on his committee. He excelled at getting golfers, hole and tee 
sponsors, food and beverage sponsors and volunteers to work the event. Always 
successful, his last year saw record profits for the Foundation. And he made that 
organizing look like fun!  
  We’ll miss having Phil around the board meetings, we’ll miss his work at events and 
behind the scenes, but mostly we’ll miss his great attitude. “I like doing it,” he said 
when he received his Volunteer award. “Probably half the people at the AMC Muse-

um are former military and the other half are interested. I enjoy the camaraderie.” 
  Thank you, Phil and Anne White. We wish you the best. 
 
 Here’s an update on three new AMC Museum Foundation Board members, two “oldies” and one rookie. Our election 
saw Paul Gillis and Carlton Carey each re-elected for another three-year term. At our October meeting, we welcomed 
Phyllis Scully to the board. Here’s some info on them. 

 
  Paul Gillis has been a stanchion of the Foundation since his initial entry to the 
board in 2006. As vice president, he’s still the guy who knows what’s going on eve-
rywhere in the Museum. His flying career saw him piloting KC135s out of Platts-
burgh AFB, N.Y., C5s out of Dover and Saberliners out of Philly. By the way, a Sa-
berliner is almost 44 feet long – the cargo compartment of the C-5 is 121 feet long – 
just sayin’. 
  At Dover as an air reserve technician, Paul was the wing’s stan/eval pilot, served as 
an operations officer, and was tagged to be Dover’s senior “test pilot,” flying check-
outs of new avionics and flight control/engine issues. Just like at our Museum, he 
was a good guy to have around. Besides staying busy here, he and his wife, Carol, 
are very involved with their church in Camden. Good to still have him on board.  
 

  Welcome back to Carleton Carey, a native resident of Dover. Married to Blanche for 54 years, 
he has been in sales and marketing for 48 years. He served in Dover’s city government for 22 
years, five years on the utility committee, 10 years on the city council and seven years as Do-
ver’s mayor. 
 A Civilian Police Academy graduate, he was the Delaware Volunteer Fireman’s Associa-
tion’s Fireman of the Year in 1999 and inducted into the Delaware Fire Service Firefighters 
Hall of Fame in 2000. As a member of Robbins Hose Co. No. 1, for 58 years, he has served as 
its assistant chief, deputy chief, fire chief, vice president, and president.  
 He served 12 years on the State Fire Prevention Commission, is president of the League of 
Local Governments and the Economic Development Council. He’s a board member of the 
Blood Bank and a member of the Council on Police Training, the Inter-Agency Council on 
Homelessness, the Prostate Cancer Coalition and the Central Delaware Chamber of Commerce. 
Carleton has been recognized as an Honorary Wing Commander of Dover Air Force Base.  
 

Larry Koewing photo 

Larry Koewing photo 

Courtesy Carleton Carey 
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Fly safe! 
Don Sloan 

  Our new addition is retired first sergeant MSgt. Phyllis Ryan Scully. Retired after serving 
21 years in the United States Air Force Reserves, she began her military career as a chapel 
management specialist at Lackland AFB, Texas.  
  While earning multiple associate degrees in Applied Sciences, including Social Services, 
Personnel Administration, and Instructional Technology, she continued her military career 
as a chapel management technician and Drug and Alcohol Abuse Control NCO at 
McConnell AFB, Kansas. In 1983, she began her position as a Non-Commissioned Officer 
Leadership School instructor at Kadena AB, Japan, as the Chief of Military Studies and con-
tinued her work as a Drug and Alcohol Abuse Control NCO. 
  In 1987 Phyllis continued her role as a Non-Commissioned Officer Leadership School In-
structor at Dover as the Chief of Communications, Director of Protocol, Chief of Leadership 
and Management, and a Drug and Alcohol Abuse Control NCO.  
  In 1990 she began serving as first sergeant of the 326th Airlift Squadron here at Dover. In 
1994 she earned her bachelor’s degree in Human Resource Management from Wilmington 
University and earned her Juris Doctor at Widner University School of Law in 2003. 

 A Delaware public servant for 28 years, Phyllis has been in law enforcement as a probation and parole officer and su-
pervisor for 14 years. Since 2004 she has served Delaware as a deputy attorney general prosecuting for the Drug Unit, 
Domestic Violence Unit and currently in the Child Support Unit. Phyllis lives in Wilmington, is married to Thomas 
Scully, has two children Lauren and Blake, and two grandchildren, Tyler and Emma.  
 We’re looking forward to her future contributions to the Foundation and the AMC Museum. 
 
 Last year the Foundation received a substantial donation check from Chevron Corpora-
tion, thanks to the efforts of a Foundation member and previous volunteer, Harry Bright. 
Typically, our process sees a “thank you” letter go out to the donor to recognize their con-
tribution. Unfortunately, since this check came in from a corporation, and Harry’s individ-
ual involvement wasn’t immediately known, we dropped the ball. We later found out 
about his efforts but still didn’t put the information together; hence there was still no 
“thank you” or even an acknowledgment to him.  
 It was only after Harry was renewing his Foundation membership last month we finally 
were able to make the connection and realize our error. It’s always good to get feedback – 
even if we’ve messed something up. We can’t fix what we don’t know about.  
 So we’re very appreciative of Harry’s patience, but also for his dedication to the AMC 
Museum by getting his company to make such a great donation. Finally, Harry Bright, 
THANK YOU! 
 
 We just finished our first Annual Summer Fundraiser. Taking the place of our past golf tournaments, we had some 

challenges, but still managed to gather 57 sponsorships! That’s slightly over half of 
what we got at our last golf tourney – we miss you, Phil White – but considering our 
obstacles, and lessons learned, we’re prepared to do much better next year.  
 
  Please check out our sponsors at https://amcmuseum.org/
support-the-museum/annual-summer-fundraiser/. If you 
see a business or person you know, let them know that you 
appreciate their support. We particularly want to thank 
Delaware State News and Dover Post for their in-kind do-
nations of their full-page recognition of all our sponsors! 
Well done. 
 
  Thanks to former board members Rodney Moore and Bob 
Czeizinger for their work in beginning the campaign. After 
they left the board, Paul Roy took over. He also led all the 
board members in the number of sponsors he got. Ever 
champions of the Museum, Bob Mench and past-board 
member, Mike Phillips were close behind. Those of you who’ve gone out to “grip 
and grin” and then ask for money for a cause can appreciate what a great effort it 
takes. Thanks to all for a successful program. 

Photo courtesy Phyllis Scully 

Paul Roy photo 

AMCM photo/Larry Koewing 
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The Good Samaritan 

C-131: A special plane to those who flew her 
 Admittedly, the Air Force’s C-131 Samari-
tan never gets a lot of love. While it rarely 
made headlines during its career with the Air 
Force, the Reserves or during its service with 
foreign military services, most airmen would 
agree it was a good, dependable short-to-
medium range aircraft. 
 And that’s about it. 
 But none of this means the Samaritan 
failed to make its mark while a part of the Air 
Force inventory. Far from it. 
 The aircraft first was used primarily as a 
medical transport; a large loading door could 
admit 37 sitting casualties or 27 stretchers. 
When the Air Force began to develop the 
gunship concept later used on the AC-47 and 
the AC-130, the C-131 airframe served as the 
test bed for the project. 
 Like several aircraft developed for the 
fledgling U.S. Air Force, the C-131 had its 
roots in the civilian airline industry. Devel-
oped by Convair, it started out as part of the 
CV-240/340/440 series of twin-engine com-
mercial airliners that first flew in 1948. 
 Soon thereafter, Convair was contracted to 
build a military trainer version of the aircraft, 
designated the T-29, which was modified to 
train Air Force navigators, bombardiers and 
electronic warfare officers. 
 The first Samaritan, the C-131A, was de-
livered to the Air Force in 1954 not only as a 
medical transport but in its later years for 
carrying high-ranking military and other offi-
cials between bases. 
 
A bit of history 
 The AMC Museum’s C-131D arrived 
at Dover June 20, 1989, flown to the 
then-Dover AFB Historical Center 
from McEntire ANG Base southeast of 
Columbia, S.C. It was the first aircraft 

in the collection 
brought to Dover 
under its own 
power. 
 “We obtained it 
originally because 
Dover AFB had a 
VT-29 and they 
are essentially the 
same aircraft,” 
recalled former 
AMCM Director 
Mike Leister. 
 Curiously, how-
ever, while a time-
line display at the 
AMCM shows the 
VT-29 at Dover 
from 1968 through 
1976, the plane 
does not show up 
in base historical records. 
 436th Airlift Wing Historian Douglass 
Miller searched official histories of previous 
base organizations, including the 1607th Air 
Transportation Wing and the 436th Military 
Airlift Wing and found no reference to either 
the VT-29 or C-131. 
 “That is not to say they were not at Dover, 
just that they were not assigned to any of our 
organic flying squadrons,” Miller wrote. 
“They could have been here as a tenant de-
tachment from somewhere else, and if that is 
the case the information would not have been 
captured in our organizational histories.” 
 There is one documented example of a C
-131 at Dover: one was on display during 
the base’s May 1955 Armed Forces Day 
open house. Medics with the 1607th Hospi-
tal were on hand to show the public how 
the plane could be used to evacuate wound-

ed personnel. 
  The Museum’s 
Samaritan, initially 
was given civilian 
registration number 
N8460H, but was 
redesignated with 
tail number 55-0295 
when assigned to the 
Air Force’s 3800 Air 
Base Wing at Max-
well AFB, Ala., in 
December 1954. 
  The aircraft served 
as an Air University 
staff transport until 
June 1975 when it 
was transferred to a 
Nebraska Air Na-
tional Guard unit 
due to budget re-
straints on active 

duty Air Force units. It remained there only 
11 months before being reassigned to McEn-
tire in March 1976. 
 The Samaritan equated itself well with the 
South Carolina Guard, with a story in the 
base newsletter quoting a flight engineer as 
saying it had a good maintenance record, 
marred only by an occasional engine outage. 
Even then, it flew well on one engine, he 
added. 
 The newsletter also noted the unit had a 
problem finding the 100/130 octane gasoline 
used in the two Pratt and Whitney R-2800 
engines. The Air Force had discontinued 
using the high-powered 115/145 AVGAS and 
the Samaritan’s pilots sometimes had to refu-
el at civilian airports. 
 The R-2800s tended to use a lot of oil as 
well. 
 “It burns as much oil as fuel,” one pilot 
commented, “but it also drips out a lot.” 
 Even today, almost 30 years after its en-
gines were shut down for the last time, the 
AMCM’s Samaritan still leaks from its 
cowlings. 
 
A versatile aircraft 
 AMCM volunteer retired Lt. Col. Mike 
Phillips is crew chief for the C-131D, and 
knows the aircraft well, having flown its 
cousin, the T-29 in the early 1970s at Mather 
AFB, Calif. 
 “The T29 was essentially the same as the C
-131,” Phillips recalled. “The only way you 
could tell the difference, at least on the out-
side, was that the crew entry door on the T-29 
is on the right hand side of the airplane, on 
the 131 it’s on the left.” 
 “The cockpit, the instruments, the engines, 
are the same on both airplanes.” 
 The aircraft was easy to fly and reliable, 
although dealing with some of the 1950s 

Some of the crew that brought the C-131D to Dover in June 1989. 

The AMCM’s C-131D, still wearing its Air University markings. 

Courtesy Walley Turner 

AMCM photo / Larry Koewing 
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technology in the cockpit sometimes proved 
challenging, he recalled. 
 The main mission of the T-29s was train-
ing, Phillips said. The aircraft was equipped to 
teach Air Force navigators and bombardiers 
as well as electronic warfare officers, he said. 
 “The airplane was versatile because of 
what was in the back,” he said. 
 Today, Phillips is concerned with keeping 
the C-131D in good shape. He and several 
other members of the restoration crew, in-
cluding Larry Phillips, Les Potter, Gary Bur-
ris, Les Stiller, Ron Bauer and Les Polley 
revamped much of the plane’s interior be-
tween 2007 and 2009. 
 “The interior was pretty rough” a good two 
decades after the aircraft had arrived in Do-
ver, he recalled. They refurbished the cockpit, 
repaired a leaking hydraulic tank, cleaned the 
instruments, repainted where they could, and 
reupholstered its seats. 
 Because it was set up as a passenger air-
craft, there’s a lot of extra cloth material in-
side that tends to get musty. The Samaritan 
was the first of the Museum’s aircraft to use 
solar powered vent fans to help prevent mold 
and mildew in the interior. 
 Installed by volunteer Paul Gillis, the solar 
cell panel is on top of the left engine nacelle, 
pretty much invisible to the casual visitor, he 
added. 
 “It’s not a sexy aircraft, but it’s a part of 
aviation history,” Phillips said of the C-131. 
“It brings back a lot of memories of my first 
operational airplane, where I was an aircraft 
commander and in charge of it. 
 “I remember all of the people I flew with 
and I still stay in touch with them, and that 
was almost 50 years ago.” 
 
The maternity special 
 Retired pilot Maj. John C. “Jack” Shield of 
Rock Hall Md., 82, flew the Samaritan on 
what were called maternity missions while 
stationed at Rhein Main AB, Frankfurt, Ger-
many. 
 He came to Dover in 1957 as an enlisted 
survival equipment specialist, and returned in 
1960 after graduating Officer Candidate 
School to serve as a C-133 pilot. 
 Shield went to Germany in 1966 to work as 
a controller at the base command post. To 
maintain his flying skills, he was detailed to 
pilot the Samaritan. 
 “In Germany, the C-131 was configured 
with litters instead of seats,” he recalled. “We 
flew all over Europe, picking up military 
wives and bringing them back.” 
 In those days, pregnant spouses often 
were flown to the huge military hospital at 
Weisbaden Air Base because many smaller 
Air Force bases and Army posts did not 
have adequate maternity facilities, he said. 
 The Samaritan was the perfect platform 
for those types of missions because it was a 
stable platform and rarely had mechanical 
issues. 

 “It was a commercial airplane, a twin-
engine transport, that was taken over by the 
Air Force,” he said. “Most of our maternity 
flights, we’d go out in the morning and then 
we’d come back. “It was all pretty routine. 
 “It was easy to fly and it didn’t break down 
very often,” Shield said. “It was a good air-
plane that served its purpose.” 
 
‘It was my baby’ 
 The Samaritan’s last flight in 1989 was a 
bittersweet occasion for 71-year-old retired 
Lt. Col. Walley A. Turner. A major at the 
time, he was in the copilot’s seat with Lt. Col. 
Vic Hannon as pilot when they delivered the 
plane from the 169th Tactical Fighter Group 
at McEntire ANGB. 
 Coincidentally, Turner and Hannon had 
brought the aircraft to McEntire 14 years 
earlier. 
 Learning the Air Force was decommission-
ing its inventory of C-131s, arrangements 
were made to send the plane to Dover instead 
of selling it for scrap. 
 “The most cruel thing in the world is to see 
an airplane that has served its country so well 
and so long to be flown out west, but in the 
bone yard and ripped apart,” South Carolina 
National Guard Chief of Staff Brig. Gen. 
Frank Rogers said at the time. 
 “We’re glad it is going to Dover where it 
will be on static display forever.” 
 Turner recalled that many fighter units 
including the 169th had at least one C-131 for 
use by distinguished visitors, including the 
state adjutant general. 
 The wing had a crew dedicated to flying 
and maintaining the Samaritan and Turner 
was its designated pilot, he said. 
 Turner considers the plane both reliable 
and even comfy, a consideration of its DV 
missions. 
 “It was set up as an airliner, pressurized, 
and had comfortable-type seats compared to 
flying in a C-130,” he said. “It wasn’t terribly 
fast, but it was a pretty dependable airplane.” 
 Turner estimated that because of budget 
restrictions, the plane only flew a few hun-
dred hours per year. 
 “I enjoyed flying the C-131 because it flew 
well,” he said. “It was really stable, though I 
would have liked to have had more modern 
navigation aids. We tried to get them, but 
there were never funded.” 
 A crew of three -- himself, a copilot and a 
flight engineer who doubled as a steward -- 
was the standard mission complement, 
Turner said. The latter would prepare cof-
fee, snacks and in-flight meals, if needed. 
 In the air, the aircraft handled well, he 
said. 
 “It was very stable and so you didn’t 
have to constantly fight it,” Turner said. 
  “Concentrating on flying takes a lot of 
energy and can be very fatiguing, but that 
wasn’t an issue with the 131, making it 
more fun to fly.” 

 Civilians sometimes would think some-
thing was seriously wrong whenever a pilot 
would fire up the Pratt and Whitney R-2800 
engines. 
 “The engines would smoke when you start-
ed them up because of the oil leaks,” he said. 
“This would subside after a few seconds or 
so.” 
 The reciprocating R-2800s also made a lot 
of noise, but that was abated somewhat by the 
Samaritan’s soundproofing. 
 Turner ended his Samaritan flying duties 
accumulating more than 1,350 hours in the 
aircraft. His last mission in the C-131’s cock-
pit was unique, he said. 
 “It was something special because I had 
been flying it for so long,” he said. “It seems 
like it was the only airplane I flew at McEn-
tire. We had other pilots who would fly it 
sometimes or would fly as co-pilot. 
 “But in some ways, it was my baby, and 
we knew a lot about it. We took a lot of pride 
in being a part of that program.” 
 Turner was pleased when he learned the 
Samaritan was headed for Dover. 
 “I knew it would be put on display rather 
than being taken to the bone yard, put out in 
the desert and then stripped down,” he said. 
“I was glad that other people would be able 
to see it, learn its history and learn what 
was accomplished with it. 
 “I just was pleased to know people would 
get some knowledge of the airplane instead 
of it just being thrown aside.” 
 And what does he think about the C-131 
being considered by many as a “forgotten 
airplane?” 
 “I don’t disagree with that,” Turner said. 
“Most of those types of aircraft never got a 
lot of attention. They stay in the back-
ground if they’re not a fighter or if they’re 
not in combat. Cargo planes don’t make the 
news very often, and they’re probably re-
membered mostly by the people who flew 
them.” 

Maj. Walley A. Turner brought the C-131D 
Samaritan to Dover AFB in 1989. 

Courtesy Walley Turner 
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Convair C-131 D ‘Samaritan’ 
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Convair C-131 D ‘Samaritan’ 



Page 12 Volume 18, Issue  4 

Crew Member 
 Kenneth L. Ablett, Warren Alston, 
Charles E. Aylward, Stuart Banta, Maj. 
Dewey J. Barich (USAF, Ret.), Scott Bar-
rier, Richard B. Betlyon, David Bever, 
Bob Bourbonnais, Richard F. Briant, Harry 
J. Bright, Col. Garnett Brown, (USAF, 
Ret.), Gary Burris, Dennis H. Byrnes, Jan 
Caldwell, Steven Cambio, James Cana-
lichio, Neal Carlson, Philip Carter, Paul 
Case, SMSgt. Robert J. Coyle (USAF, 
Ret.), Suzanne Culin, Aaron Czeizinger, 
Maj. Michael Davidson, (US Army, Ret.), 
Michael Derin, David Doyle, Catherine P. 
Doyle, Harlan Durham, Martha Ellett, Har-
old W. Elliott, Michael Farmer, Barry W. 
Fisher, Dr. Francis Flomerfelt, CMSgt. 
Bryan Ford, 
 Thomas Galish, Paul L. George, Pierre 
Gillard, Chris Godek, Guy Gola, MSgt. 
Ron Gough (USAF, Ret.), Stephen D. 
Gould, Don L. Hall, James E. Hallman, 
Maj. Thomas E. Hatch (USAF, Ret.), Jo-
seph Helbe, Simon Holfoth, David G. 
Holt, Charles Holubik, Michael Hurlburt, 
Kelly Hurlburt, Brandon Hurlburt, Chuck 
Hutchings, Donald F. Isleib, Paul Jankow-
ski, SSgt. Charles A. Kirby, Jeff Kirwan, 
Terry A. LaGier, William Landmesser, 
Coy W. Leatherwood, Gary Long, Col. 
Ronald H. Love, (USAF, Ret.),  
 Brandi Macedo, Lt. Col. Larry Margulis, 
Lt. Col. Richard S. Marks (USAF, Ret.), 
Julian Metzger, Robert N. Mazzarone, 
Joseph McCloskey, Joseph S. McDaniel 
III, Steven M. Meredith, MSgt. Linwood 
A. Miller (USAF, Ret.), Capt. Murdock M. 
Moore (USAF, Ret.), Jack Morris, Mark 
Mougel, Frank Nartowicz, J. Michael No-
vak, Andrew Ostrowski, MSgt. William D. 
Owens, Dr. Patricia Papineau, Edward R. 
Perkowski, Patrick Perry, Douglas Peters, 
Ralph Pettersen, Mike Phillips, John 
Piechule, MSgt. Leslie Polley (USAF, 
Ret.), Leslie Potter,  
 Ed Redmond, Harold T. Reece, James 
Robbs, John W. Rohland, Thomas Rood, 
Lt. Col. Donald E. Rynes (USAF, Ret.), 
Dr. Joseph E. Salvatore, Theodore J. 
Schafer, Raymond Scull, John R. Sellman, 
Charles Smith, Ronal W. Smith, Gene 
Somma, SMSgt. Victor C Soreny (USAFR 
Ret.), James K. Stanton, Dr. Polly D 
Steenhagen, Lt. Col. Ronald K. Stegall 
(USAF, Ret.), Leslie Stiller, Donald 

Strong, Richard A. Strouse, CMSgt. Rich-
ard A. Stutz (USAF, Ret.), 
 Pat Taylor, Louis Truckley, John Taylor, 
Rick Unruh, Tricia Upchurch, CMSgt. 
Robert L. Valeski (USAF, Ret.), MSgt. 
Harry E. Van Den Heuvel (USAF, Ret.), 
Janet Vanhoorik, Jane Ward, Charles Was-
ley, Adam W. Wenclewicz, William R. 
Wessman, John Westman, William Whit-
ed, Shirley Whitney, Barry K. Wilson, 
Katie Wilson, Daniel J. Winter, Dr. Steph-
anie Wright. 
 
Flight Crew Member 
 Roy Alexander, Donald E. Allen Jr., 
Eugene Alt, Robert G, Blue, John M. 
Brenner, J. Barry Brown, Lt. Col. John A. 
Burke, CMSgt. William J. Carrow, Ronald 
Combs, Tom Corbeil, John DeFlavio, Ken 
Dietz, Morton J. Donnellan, Rich Dorre, 
George R. Edlin, 
 Edward H. Fielding, Robert J. Fitzgib-
bon, Rose Marie Galbraith, Dennis W. 
Gaughan, Michael R. Grady, MSgt. 
Charles E. Grant (USAF, Ret.), Ralph 
Gregson Jr., Lt. Col. Ronald Harner 
(USAF, Ret.), MSgt. James L. Heather 
(USAF, Ret.), Bryan Kirk, Gary Kutsch, 
 William Lee, William J. Lorenz, TSgt. 
Sam Marinucci (USAF, Ret.), Ted M. 
Marshall, Thomas R. Masino, MSgt. John 
F. Masters (USAF, Ret.), SMSgt. Michael 
Masterson (USAF, Ret.), Richard Matlack, 
Charles Moller, Bruce Moran, Mary C. 
Neiman, CMSgt. Jimmy Nolan (USAF, 
Ret.), 
 Jon Oatman, Gene W. Proctor, Mrs. 
William W. Propst, Stephen Pulley, 
MSgt. William H. Ralph (USAF, Ret.). 
William K. Reilly, William Robinson, 
Matthew J. Schack, C. Sersun Jr. Keith 
Siers, Thomas B. Smith, Ruth Ann Task-
er, Jerry M. Thomas, Robert W. Turner, 
Myrna Valle, John I. Wray, MSgt. Gene 
D. Williams, Michael Wood, Peter Zoll, 
Dick Zuckerman. 
 
Squadron Commander 
 Roger E. Aubrey, Thomas F. Bayard IV, 
Robert P. Becht Jr., Derek Beckman, Col. 
James H. Brittingham, Louis Chapman, 
SMSgt. Rodolfo Chastain (USAF, Ret.), 
Charles S. Corkadel, Col. Albert R. Cou-
ture (USAF, Ret.), Rudolph Czeizinger, 
Dover International Speedway Inc., Dennis 

Eck, SMSgt. Jack A. Egolf (USAF, Ret.), 
Joseph R. Eisenhardt, 
 Robert Frazier, Col. Robert W Ginn 
(USAF, Ret.), David Hackett, Brig. Gen. 
Gerald W. Harding, Ret., Charles R. 
Hayes, Kurt Hollenbach, Donald F. Hol-
lingsworth, Phillip E. Hope, Sgt. Maj. Jo-
seph W. Krattinger (US Army, Ret), Steve 
J. Krok, 
 Glenn Larson, Maj. Charles S. Lyon 
(USAF, Ret.), Mr. and Mrs. Walter 
Makarucha, Walter L. Martel, Albert Ma-
setti, Col. William O. McCabe (USAF, 
Ret.), Richard Miller, Brett Nicholson, 
CMSgt. Clem F. O’Toole (USAF, Ret.), 
Eileen Owsiany, 
 MSgt. David J. Petr (USAF, Ret.), Larry 
Phillips, MSgt. Edwin A. Pratt (USAF, 
Ret.), CMSgt. Paul Roy Jr. (USAF, Ret.), 
Mr. and Mrs. J.L. Schulze III, Janice E. 
Sibbald, Bob Simmons, MSgt. Gene 
VanHouten (USAF, Ret.), Edwin T. Wall, 
Philip L. Walsh Jr., Lt. Col. Steve Welde, 
(USAF, Ret.), Larry D. Williams, Dave 
Wilson. 
 
Group Commander 
John L. McClure, Robert C. Monroe, Rob-
ert J. Penny, and Keith D. Wentzel 
 
Life Member 
 CMSgt. Donald A. Adams (USAF, 
Ret.), Mike Adkins. TSgt. Judy R. Aiken, 
Col. Diego X. Alvarez (USAFR, Ret.), 
Timothy Anderson, Jonathan R. Andrews, 
SMSgt. and Mrs. Bernard Arinsberg, 
Ronald Barnak, Paul Bechly, Virginia 
Behan, John Beiser, Lt. Col. Robert A. 
Bell Jr., (USAF, Ret.), Robert M. Ber-
glund, Richard A. Bissonnette, Doris Ann 
Bohannon Coffey, Col. and Mrs. Charles 
W. Bradley (USAF, Ret.), Edward H. 
Bridge, Maj. Ralph Briggs (USAF, Ret.), 
David Brock, MSgt. Jeff Brown (USAF, 
Ret.), William Buckingham, George P. 
Bundy, David Burke, Col. John W. Burt 
(USAF, Ret.), Alberto Capone, Carleton E. 
Carey Sr., Paul L. Cathell Jr., Donald M. 
Clark, Brig. Gen. Edward R. Clark, Gil 
Cohen, David Cohen, Roger H. Cole, 
Chris Connor, Edie Crank, Diane Crom, 
Shirley Cunningham,  
 Ernest Davison, Lt. Col. Robert J. De 
Lar (USAF, Ret.), Charles L. Dickerson, 
Lt. Gen. Robert Dierker (USAF, Ret.), 

Our AMCM members: they keep us soaring high 
 Our annual listing of Air Mobility Command Museum members represents those whose support makes this facility 
possible. Airmen, former airmen, members of the Air Force’s sister services and civilians, they truly represent everyone 
whose spirits fly with those who guarded and still guard our nation’s skies. 
 So here’s to all of you and all you do for the AMC Museum! 
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Jim Williams, of Highland, Md., donated the emblem of his old unit, the 
1607th Communications and Electronic Maintenance Squadron, to the 
AMCM in June. The plywood sign once decorated the outside stairway on 
his barracks at Dover AFB. Williams served in the Air Force from 1962 until 
1966. 

William J. DiMondi, John W. Dobbins, 
James L. Dunn, Col. Kenneth W. Durham, 
Timothy Egan, Kenneth C. Eith, Lt. Col. 
and Mrs. Paul J. Engstenberg (USAF, 
Ret.), Maj. Gen. and Mrs. Arthur V. 
Episcopo, Col. Arthur G. Ericson (USAF, 
Ret.), Lt. Col. Roger L. Evans (USAF, 
Ret.), Col. George W. Findlay (USAF, 
Ret.), Aaron Fisher, Marquis Fjelsted, An-
drew S. Fleming, Lt. Col. Gerald F. Foss 
(USAF, Ret.), Mike Frebert, MSgt. Wil-
liam H. Freeman (USAF, Ret.), Eric Getz, 
Lt. Col. Joseph Gilfillan III, Lt. Col. Paul 
Gillis (USAFR, Ret.), Maj. David A. 
Godek (USAF, Ret.), Mack Graham, Lt. 
Col. Justus W. Gromme (US Army, Ret.), 
 Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Hallett, Mr. and 
Mrs. Edward T. Hammond Jr. Kay Hardie, 
Alan Harding, William F. Hare, Col. Rich-
ard B. Harper Jr. (USAF, Ret.), Isaac T. 
Harrison, Paul Hartwick, Col. Eugene A. 
Hebert (USAF, Ret.), Alexandre Hedayat, 
Lt. Col. Harry E. Heist (USAF, Ret.), Lt. 
Col. Kevin Higginbotham (USAF, Ret.), 
Peter Hollenbach, Chester Hollingsworth, 
Ronald N. Howdershelt, Lt. Col. Robert B. 
Jenkins (USAF, Ret.), MSgt. Bill Judd, 
Kent Construction Company, SMSgt. 
Bruce P. Keyser (USAF, Ret.), Col. Bob 
King, Jack Kinyon, John J. Kinyon, MSgt. 

Franklin K. Kreisher (US Army, Ret.), 
Gen. Walter Kross (USAF, Ret.), 
 Rev. Joseph P. LaMar, James A. Larkin, 
Col. Mel Larsen (USAF, Ret.), Jo Anne G. 
Larsen, Douglas J. Lau, MSgt. Lionel L. 
Leblanc (USAF, Ret.), MSgt. James R. 
Leech (USAF, Ret.), Bob Leicht, M. Dean 
Leister, Michael Leister, Jane Marshall, Lt. 
Col. Wil Martin, CMSgt. George D. 
McDuffie (USAF, Ret.), Denis McGlynn, 
Robert Mench, Rodney W. Moore, Jim 
Noble, Chuck Nunan, Maj. Sage H. Olson, 
Daniel T. O'Rourke, Patricia Overman, Lt. 
Col. Donna Parry, Lt. Col. J.C. Parry, 
SMSgt. Ronald J. Pawlowski (USAF, 
Ret.), Jim Petruzella, Sgt. 1st Class Emilio 
M. Pinera (US Army, Ret.), PPG IND 
INC., Caroline J. Prickett, Brig. Gen. Mi-
chael J. Quarnaccio (USAFR, Ret.), 
 CMSgt. Dallas L. Ray (USAF, Ret.), 
Maj. Hans Reigle (USAF, Ret.), Priscilla J. 
Rittershofer, James E. Roberts, Jack 
Royston, Jean D. Runge, Joel M. Ruten-
berg, Claire Lyn Saxon, Jay L. Schmukler, 
James Schultz, Lt. Col. Robert A. Shep-
pard (USAF, Ret.), Col. and Mrs. Howard 
G. Sholl Jr. Col. Donald Sloan (USAFR, 
Ret.), Lt. Col. Kenneth H. Smith (USAF, 
Ret.), Silas Stephan, Col. Edward S. 
Stokes III, C. Joseph Styles, James T. 

Thompson, Rev. E. Arthur Titus, Jeff 
Townsend, Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. 
Troise, Andrew Turlington, Col. Emmett 
Venett Jr. (USAF, Ret.), 
 The Honorable R. Thomas Wagner, 
Sgt. Richard L. Wahl, Larry R. Warfel, 
William Welser Jr. Lt Gen. William 
Welser III, (USAF, Ret.), Phil White, 
Alonzo B. Wickers, Don M Wiggins, 
Brig. Gen. Kennard R. Wiggins (DE 
ANG, Ret.), MSgt. Robert H. Wikso 
(USAF, Ret.), Lt. Col. Clarence E. 
Wolgemuth (USAF, Ret.), Col. David 
Wuest, MSgt. Roger C. Yorde (USAF, 
Ret.), SMSgt. Tom Young and Mr. and 
Mrs. Paul A. Zahn 
 
Eagle Donor 
Bob Carmean, Mary S. Jones, Johnny R. 
Jones, David C. Nathan, Joseph C. 
Rivard, Col. Robert P. Walsh, (USAF, 
Ret.) 
 
Silver Eagle Donor 
Greg Moffitt 
 
Platinum Eagle Donor 
Col. George H. Chabbott (USAF, Ret.), 
Michael S. Estes, Howell M. Estes III 
(Current as of 1 Oct. 2018) 

  Collections manager Debbie Sellars has many holiday-related items 
in the AMCM’s vaults, including this unused Christmas card featuring 
the C-124 Globemaster II, the C-133 Cargomaster and the C-141 Star-
lifter. The card is marked with the emblem of the 1607th Air Transport 
Wing, predecessor to today’s 436th Airlift Wing at Dover AFB. 
  “I think the card was used for Christmas 1965,” she writes, based on 
the fact the three aircraft were simultaneously stationed at Dover be-
ginning in 1966 and that the 436th was stood up in January 1966. 
  “On the other hand the C-141 supposedly didn’t arrive at Dover until 
1966 but maybe they wanted to put all three on the card anyway,” she 
said. “I really don’t know.” 
  Also of note is that the inside of the unaddressed card expressed 
“Seasons Greetings,” instead of “Merry Christmas,” she said. 

Debbie Sellars photo 

Courtesy Debbie Sellars 
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First Summer Fundraiser brings in 57 sponsors 
Community support 
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AROUND AND AROUND AND   

ABOUT YOUR ABOUT YOUR  AMC MUSEUMAMC MUSEUM 

Guide John DelFlavio shows visitors around the 
AMCM’s engine barn, including a landing gear from a 
Dover F-94 that crashed in 1954. From left are Nemo 
and Joe Cao, of Philadelphia and Lori and Bill Harding 
of Bethany Beach, Del., and Bloomsburg, Pa.  

Ray Monroe of Joppa, Md., snaps a quick photo from 
the top of the steps leading into the AMCM’s KC-135. 
“I’m retired from the Navy, and I just wanted to see 
some Air Force stuff,” Monroe said. 

TJ, Derek and Michele Druckenmiller, all of Hamilton, 
N.J., take a break aboard the Museum’s KC-135 during 
the August Open Cockpit Day. Tour guide Ron 
Papineau explained everything about the Stratotanker 
to the family.  

Museum tour guide Billie Westergard discusses the 
Museum’s B-17, with Paolo Lancellotti and Primo and 
Sue Toccafondi, of Milton, Del. Paolo is staying with 
the Toccafondi family during a summer trip from his 
native Italy. 

Rashimi Hammock of Clayton, Del., points out a display 
item to his son, Rahseer, while a mannequin of Gen. 
Howell M. Estes Jr. looks on. “We came here to look at 
the airplanes,” Hammock said. “It will help broaden my 
son’s horizons.” 

Stephanie Gimbar of Lincoln, Delaware, and kids 
Eva and Liam made a point of visiting during Sep-
tember’s Open Cockpit Day. Husband Eric took 
some time to check out the cockpit layout of the 
Museum’s C-7 Caribou. 
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Veterans Bill Wolf and Bud Sweigert visited the 
AMCM from Reading, Pa. Sweigert was one of a 
group of Pennsylvania Air National Guard airmen 
who re-opened the dormant Dover AFB in 1951. 

Father and son Mike and Calvin Peoples, of Lancaster, 
Pa., examine the underside of the Museum’s C-131D. 
“We had read about how they open up the airplanes 
once a month and decided to come down,” Mike said. 

John and Lucy Hill of North Granbury, Conn., chat with 
guide Frieda Herman at the Museum’s new information 
kiosk. John, who served in the Air Force from 1960 to 
1964, said the couple were on their way home when 
they made the decision to stop at the AMCM.  

A group of 4-H exchange students from Kentucky visit-
ed the AMCM during the summer to meet with their 
Delaware counterparts. One highlight of the trip was 
the opportunity to try out the seating accommodations 
in the Museum’s C-47 Skytrain.  

Les Stiller, Marty Martel, and Gene Somma contem-
plate construction plans for a new workbench in the 
AMCM’s restoration hangar. 

Museum volunteer Bill Judd trims the grass alongside 
the Museum’s access road. In addition to his duties as 
an aircraft restoration technician, Judd enjoys taking 
on grounds keeping duties. 
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AMC Museum Foundation Inc. 
1301 Heritage Road 
Dover AFB, DE 19902  

 FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON UPCOMINGEVENTS,  

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.AMCMUSEUM.ORG 

Explore the 
AMC Museum’s  

E-store! 

Visit the AMC 
Museum’s  
Website! 

Thank you for 

your continued  

support! 

The latest edition of author/publisher Michael A. Blaugher’s book, “Guide to Aircraft Museums” 
features an aerial photograph of the AMCM’s ramp on the front cover, as well as extensive infor-
mation about the Museum inside. The book is available at the AMCM’s gift shop. 


