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Air Mobility Command Museum 
Mission Statement 

The mission of the Air Mobility Command Museum is 
twofold:  
● To present the history and development of military 
airlift and tanker operations. 
● In a goal closely aligned with the first, to portray the 
rich history of Dover Air Force Base and its predecessor, 
Dover Army Airfield.  
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What is the Air Mobility Command Museum? 

 Located in Hangar 1301 on Dover Air Force Base, Kent County, Delaware, the AMC 
Museum is part of the National Museum of the United States Air Force ’s field museum 
system.  
 One of the reasons your AMC Museum continues to provide a great educational expe-
rience is that we stick very closely to our reason for being.  
 So exactly what is our mission? Broken down by numbers our mission is 70 percent 
airlift and air-refueling, 20 percent Dover AFB history and 10 percent Air Force general 
history. Our aircraft and artifact collection sticks very closely to that breakdown. But we 
work hard to be much more than numbers. We tell the stories of the people who have 
served in our nation’s Air Force, and we offer the only opportunity for many visitors to 
see the actual aircraft and meet the people who have served our country.  
 Hangar 1301 was placed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1994.  
 Although located on Dover AFB proper, entrance to the Museum is made from Dela-
ware Route 9, south of the base. Admission to and parking at the Museum is free and 
military identification is not required. The Air Mobility Command Museum is open from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Tuesday through Sunday. It is closed on Mondays and all federal holi-
days except Veterans Day. For more information, call 302-677-5938 or 302-677-5991. 
    We like to say we are a window to your Air Force. Let us know how we can continue to 
improve our outreach and family-friendly experience. 
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 A quartet of the Air Mobility Command Museum’s top volunteers was honored during a special ceremony held Oct. 31, 2020, inside the Museum hang-
ar. The awards were presented with all participants wearing protective masks and observing social distancing requirements. 
 Museum Director John Taylor reviewed recent accomplishments at the AMCM even while under restrictions imposed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 “It’s been a tough, tough year,” Taylor said. “But we at the Museum, along with the public health officers, managed to keep everyone safe.” 
 Projects during the year included completion of the POW/MIA exhibit, replacement of several display mannequins, continued restoration work on the 
KB-50J and C-119B, as well as a Scout Family Day. The Museum on Sept. 22, also hosted a visit from 18th Air Force commander Maj. Gen. Thad Bibb 
and 18th AF command chief, Chief Master Sgt. Chris Simpson. 
 In addition to having received the 2020 TripAdvisor’s Traveler’s Choice Best of the Best award, Taylor announced the AMCM also had been named to 
the Delaware State News newspaper’s Stars of Delaware 2020. 
 “I want to thank you all personally for what you did for this Museum this year,” Taylor told assembled awardees. “You are the heartbeat of this Muse-
um, and we could not do what we do without you.” 
 Volunteer appreciation 100-hour shirts were presented to Patty Coffman, Bill Emory, Paul George, Don Hall, Kelly Hurlburt, Richard Johnson, Scott 
Kapes, Michael Keesler, Keith Kreisher, Judith Kroegman, Randy Kroegman, Bill Lee, Emily Malone, Tim Maurer, Rodney Moore, Mary Ogorzalek, 
Mike Phillips, Bob Reese, Bill Reilly, Bob Rossey, Brian Roth, Don Rynes, and Nick Saborio. Janet VanHoorik was presented her Museum jacket for 
having completed 2,500 hours of volunteer work, and Jeff Kirwan was recognized for having completed 1,500 hours of volunteer work for the Museum. 
 

Inside the Hangar: Wrapping up ‘a tough year’ 

Bill Reilly 
Volunteer of the Quarter – July – September 2020; Volunteer of the Quarter – 
Wing Staff Agency; Volunteer of the Quarter – 436th Airlift Wing 
   Bill’s accomplishments are many, noted Museum Director John Taylor. Overall, he has volunteered 
more than 2,300 hours to the Museum, including 200 hours between July and September 2020. 
   A “jack of all trades,” he is known for helping anywhere and everywhere he can. Several previously 
unserviceable stair trucks are now in working condition thanks to Bill’s efforts, and he contributed to 
other restoration projects to include the KB-50J and the C-119B. His mechanical acumen proved vital to 
work on several Museum vehicles. He helped maintain the appearance of several static display aircraft by 
power washing them to remove bird and wildlife nests and corrosive environmental hazards. 
   Bill also provided an innovative solution that kept water out of the Museum’s new educational 
Quonset hut, a process that allowed the construction of new classrooms.  

Randy Kroegman 
 Volunteer of the Month – October 2020 

 Randy, who has volunteered almost 550 hours to the AMC Museum, is well noted for his res-
toration work on the AMCM’s aircraft. 
 Randy was part of the rehabilitation crew for ongoing work on the KB-50J and was instrumental in 
repairing a circuit breaker panel in that aircraft. 
    He also restored a manifold and oxygen walk-around bottle, a propeller hub assembly, and a badly 
deteriorated C-119B crash ax. 

Nick Saborio 

Volunteer of the Month – September 2020 

    Nick has donated almost 990 hours of volunteer service, all while working full time and earning 
his airframe and powerplant certification.  
    Lauded by Museum Director John Taylor for his “awesome knowledge of military history,” Nick was 
personally selected to provide Heritage Tours for Dover AFB’s 436th Operations Group members. 
    Nick portrays a World War II glider artilleryman, aircraft mechanic and test pilot as part of the 
Museum’s Living History program in the local community. 

 Emily Malone 
Volunteer of the Month – August 2020 

 Emily spends much of her time guiding visitors through the static aircraft displays outside the 
Museum hangar, displaying a tremendous knowledge of aircraft and military history. At age 16, she 
is the Museum’s youngest volunteer and already had donated more than 150 hours of her time. 
 Emily also is part of the Museum’s Living History program by dressing in the uniform of a 
Woman Air Force Service Pilot and bringing her knowledge of military history to the local ci-
vilian community. 
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11th ARS 

Dover’s ‘flying filling stations’ of the 1960s 
 At about 3 p.m. May 31, 1960, eight 
KC-97G aircraft touched down at Dover 
Air Force Base, starting a new chapter in 
the history of the Kent County, Delaware, 
installation.  
 They were the first of 22 such aircraft to 
be stationed at Dover over the next five 
years. The planes were a bit of an oddity at 
the Military Air Transport Service base, as 
its primary mission was to move cargo to 
Europe and beyond. The former C-97 cargo 
aircraft, refitted to supply fuel to fighters 
and bombers along the southern and south-
eastern seaboard, were assigned to the Stra-
tegic Air Command’s (SAC) 11th Air Refu-
eling Squadron (ARS). 
 
‘The New Look’ 
 The 11th’s assignment to Dover from its 
prior station at Dyess AFB, Abilene, Texas, 
came as part of a massive revamping of 
America’s strategic airpower posture. Initi-
ated by the Eisenhower administration dur-
ing the 1950s, what became known as the 
“New Look” approach placed heavy reli-
ance on the Air Force, and SAC in particu-
lar.  
 Eisenhower focused on defending the 
country without taxing its post-World War 
II economy with the burden of maintaining 
a large sea and land fighting force. The war 
to defeat Germany and Japan less than a 
decade earlier was fresh on many Ameri-
cans' minds. The more recent memory of 
three years of bitter fighting on the Korean 
peninsula also weighed on the president’s 
advisers. 
 Eisenhower’s counselors said the answer 
was to invest in large fleets of bombers to 
carry nuclear weapons to the Soviet main-
land, plus fighters and attack aircraft to 

protect the United States itself. The new 
strategy also recognized the need to refuel 
those aircraft, a problem ultimately solved 
by placing flying tanker aircraft at strategic 
points along the way. 
 Dover AFB occupied one of those points. 
 
KC-97G fills the bill 
 The New Look strategy relied primarily 
on two large bombers: the B-47 Stratojet 
and the B-52 Stratofortress, both manufac-
tured by Boeing Aircraft.  
 The Stratojet was brought into service in 
June 1951, and during the ensuing decade 
served as the Air Force’s main high-
altitude, high-speed platform for carrying 
nuclear weapons. The Stratofortress, which 
debuted in February 1955, was larger, flew 
higher, and had a greater combat radius, 
although it was not as fast as the B-47. 
 For all the points in their favor, both air-
craft had one major drawback: they could 
not reach targets within the Soviet Union 
with just the fuel they carried at takeoff. 
They would need additional fuel, which 
only could be supplied en route. 
 To ensure adequate supplies would be 
available for wartime as well as routine mis-
sions, the Air Force turned to the KC-97. 
 The aircraft was based on Boeing’s C-97 
Stratofreighter, which had been in the Air 
Force inventory since 1947. To create the 
KC-97G, the Stratofreighter’s interior was 
gutted and refitted with fuel tanks, associat-
ed plumbing, and a specially-developed 
extension called a “flying boom.” 
 The boom itself was 27 feet long while 
retracted and 47 feet long when extended 
and could deliver up to 600 gallons per mi-
nute. It was manipulated by a single opera-
tor who maneuvered it with hand controllers 

while lying on his 
stomach. 
   Some aircraft later 
were fitted with 
outboard jet engines 
that allowed them to 
fly faster, thus mak-
ing it easier for sim-
ilarly-powered 
bombers and fight-
ers to do their refu-
eling. These aircraft, 
designated the KC-
97L, never were 
assigned to the 11th, 
which flew the G 
model during its 
time at Dover. 
   Although many 
referred to the modi-
fied KC-97 as the 
“Stratotanker,” the 

Air Force never officially bestowed that 
name on the aircraft. 
 
Arrival 
   The crews arriving at Dover on May 31 
were not the first members of the 11th to 
reach the base. Under orders to move the 
entire unit from Texas, a cadre of about two 
dozen men had arrived on station in the 
weeks before. Their newly-appointed com-
mander, Col. Gilmer E. Walker Jr., reached 
Dover on Apr. 29. 
  The rest of the unit, made up of 110 offic-
ers and 535 airmen, was to arrive in May 
and June. Some of the men’s families also 
had preceded them to the First State, but 
were frustrated to learn there wasn’t enough 
on- or off-base housing to accommodate 
them all. 
 In 1960, the 11th ARS was a relatively 
new unit, having been activated only five 
years earlier to fly the KC-97G. 
 The men of the 11th – there were no fe-
male aircrew members then –routinely de-
ployed to bases in Alaska, Guam, and the 
Philippines. In 1957, 12 aircraft, crews, and 
support personnel supported Operation 
Power Flight, an exercise that saw three B-
52s complete a flight to circumnavigate the 
planet while only using in-flight refueling. 
The entire task took 45 hours and 19 
minutes, with the bombers taking on fuel on 
at least three occasions. 
 But while the news media were effusive 
in their praise of the B-52 aircrews, almost 
no mention was made of the Stratofreighter 
crews that made the pinpoint rendezvous 

The Strategic Air Command’s motto, 
“Peace is our Profession,” was on full 
display as people visited the 11th ARS’s 
KC-97s during Armed Forces Day 1961 at 
Dover AFB. 

Airman 2nd Class Mike Burns, right, poses with some of his fellow 
11th ARS buddies during one of the unit’s frequent deployments 
to Goose Bay AB, Labrador. 

Mike Burns photo 

AMCM photo 
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with the bombers. The Air Force, however, 
helped make up for this oversight by pre-
senting the 11th with its first Outstanding 
Unit Award for its part in Operation Power 
Flight. 
 Even as it transferred to Delaware, the 
11th continued sending men and aircraft on 
temporary duty, first to Alaska and then to 
Labrador.  
 At Dover, the 11th’s operations and 
maintenance facilities were located in a 
series of buildings on the north side of the 
base, while the Mole Hole, the 11th’s 24-
hour alert facilities, were on the south end, 
near the current site of the Air Mobility 
Command Museum. 
 
Burma Shave 
 In 1960, Dover was a small base and only 
had been open a few years after being reac-
tivated during the Korean War.  
 The 11th’s barracks were located where 
Dover’s recreation center and hobby shops 
now stand. Maintenance facilities were 
adjacent to hangars serving Dover’s C-133 
and C-124 aircraft, only a short walk away 
from the barracks, said former Airman 2nd 
Class Linuel D. Hedspeth, now of Wil-
liamsville, Mo. Hedspeth, 82, worked as a 
reciprocating engine mechanic, charged 
with keeping the KC-97G’s Pratt & Whit-
ney R-4360 radial piston engines in good 
condition. 
 The 11th’s commander had his offices 
near the hangars, Hedspeth recalled. 
 One of those commanders, Lt. Col. David 
F. Gray Sr., was inordinately proud of 
SAC’s always-ready, cocked-weapon repu-
tation, Hedspeth said, and liked to remind 
Dover’s Military Air Transport Service 
(MATS) airmen that his was the only Dover 
unit with a “real” wartime mission. With 
typical SAC bravado, he had several signs 
installed outside his office, mimicking the 
Burma Shave company's sequential high-
way signs. 
 “There were five of them, ‘SAC/says/
take time/out for/security,’” Hedspeth re-
called.  
 The temptation to play copycat proved 
too strong for some unknown joker who 
found a real Burma Shave sign and put it up 
alongside the others, Hedspeth recalled. 
 “Col. Gray didn’t like that at all, so he 
took all the signs down,” he added.  
 Airman 2nd Class Mike Burns enjoyed 
his Dover assignment because it was rela-
tively close to his home in central Pennsyl-
vania. However, SAC airmen were not sup-
posed to go more than 100 miles from the 
base unless they were on approved leave, a 
policy that wasn’t always honored, he said. 
 “Most free weekends, four or five of us – 
the rest were MATS guys – and I would 
drive home,” he said. “It was a seven-hour 
drive. We’d usually get back to Dover 
around 3 a.m.; I’d get a few minutes of 
sleep and then get back to work.” 

 Now 78 years old, Burns admits, “When 
you’re young and dumb, you do things like 
that.” 
 A naturally-gifted mechanic, Burns en-
joyed working on the KC-97G. 
 “I remember working on the docks, 
changing rocker boxes on the engines, re-
placing navigation lights, things like that.” 
 Burns’ favorite activity was doing run-up 
engine checks. 
 “I worked after-flight on aircraft after 
they landed repairing discrepancies noted 
by the flight crew,” he said. “Plus, I di-
rected the start-up of engines, directed air-
craft to the runway and parked aircraft that 
returned from refueling missions.” 
 Not being on an aircrew, Burns rarely 
flew aboard one of the 11th’s aircraft. He 
did have one memorable experience when 
he hitched a ride on a routine sortie. He just 
wanted to see what happened during an 
actual refueling mission. 
 “I got sick,” he said. “One of the aircrew 
asked me where I got sick, and I said, 
‘About 10 miles back,’ not realizing he 
wanted to know where in the plane I’d got-
ten sick. 
  “The sad part was the pilot had requested 
to do ‘touch and go’ but had to stop to let 
me off the plane.” 
 Trips to Goose Bay Air Base, Canada, 
were part of the 11th’s schedule for most of 
its stay at Dover. Like other SAC units, this 
allowed the command to keep an alert force 
on duty overseas or at a forward base on a 
set timetable. The philosophy was to keep 
its aircraft strategically located around the 
world to accomplish SAC’s mission. 
 In some respects, Burns felt the Labrador 
missions were better than being permanent 
party at Dover, he said. 

 “I remember going through the chow line 
at Goose Bay, and I was asked how I want-
ed my eggs cooked,” Burns said. “At Do-
ver, we only could have them scrambled. I 
don’t remember any other opportunity to 
select what you wanted at a standard chow 
hall.” 
 Former Airman 1st Class Terry Aiken, 
now of Underhill, Vt., however, enjoyed 
the living conditions at Dover. 
 “We had individual rooms instead of 
open bay barracks,” he recalled. “I think 
they could put three guys to a room, but 
basically we had only two. I ended up 
bunking with a guy from New Hampshire, 
who also was an aircraft electrician, so it 
was a pretty good deal.” 
 Like many in the 11th, Aiken did his 
share of deployments, including one to the 
Azores, where squadron refueled planes en 
route to Europe and North Africa. 
 Aiken once took the opportunity for 
some time off in the United Kingdom. 
 “I took R&R and spent four days in Lon-
don,” he said. “I hardly slept the whole 
time.” 
 Aiken also was one of those airmen occa-
sionally detailed for KP duty at the Mole 
Hole.  
 “A truck would pick me up in the morn-
ing and take me home at night,” he said. “I 
was basically in the kitchen the whole 
time.” 
 One of the 11th’s pilots, Capt. Jimmy 
Dugger, sometimes would take over the 
Mole Hole’s kitchen, Aiken recalled. 
 “On Sundays, he’d chase the cooks out 
and make breakfast for all the aircrews. It 
was really different that an officer would do 

The 11th ARS’s first Outstanding Unit Award was colorfully emblazoned beneath the KC-
97G’s port side pilot’s window. The 11th earned a second AFOUA while at Dover.  

(See Filling Station on Page 6) 

Submitted photo 
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that. But he was a good cook, and the cooks 
liked it because they didn’t have to work.” 
 Former Airman 1st Class Jon Pearson also 
recalls Duggar’s culinary feats. 
 “He’d go into the kitchen and cook break-
fast,” Pearson said. “I don’t know how long 
he’d been doing that. He also did the break-
fast line when we were up at Goose Bay. 
 “No one complained, and he was a great 
chef.” 
 
Deactivation 
 During its time at Dover, the 11th flew 
thousands of missions along the Eastern sea-
board. In addition to its deployments to Lab-
rador, Dover crews often pulled 90-day de-
ployments to the Azores, with elements sent 
to Germany, England, Spain, and bases in 
Africa. 
 Personnel not assigned to SAC – nearly 
everyone at Dover other than those on the 
11th’s personnel roster – sometimes found 
the squadron’s presence an irritant more than 
anything else. The relative tranquility at the 
base could suddenly be shattered by an alert 
notice from the command’s Offutt AFB, 
Neb., headquarters. Diners in mess halls, 
moviegoers in the base theater, and even 
patients waiting for appointments at the base 
hospital would bolt from their seats, heading 
for the cars and trucks that would take them 
to their alert duty stations. 
 The 11th also was well represented during 
Armed Forces Day celebrations in 1961, 
1962, and 1965; the latter event had one of 
the unit’s KC-97 aircraft displayed alongside 
a KC-135, the jet-powered refueler that 
would eventually replace the venerable 
Stratofreighter. 
   Ultimately, the 11th’s stay at Dover was 
short-lived. Times were changing, and by the 
mid-1960s, SAC was transitioning from 
bombers to missiles as the the Pentagon up-
dated the country’s defense posture. The 
installation of nuclear-tipped rockets at or 
near many SAC bases led to a shift away 
from long-range bombers and tankers, caus-
ing many of these units to be transferred or 
deactivated.   
 Delawareans learned of the 11th’s pending 
departure in July 1964 through a two-
sentence article in a local newspaper. Alt-
hough no timeline was announced in the 
media, SAC had ordered the 11th to deacti-

vate and leave Dover no later than the end of 
June 1965. 
 Although copies of the unit history for 
1960 through mid-1964 could not be ob-
tained through the Air Force’s history office, 
records for July 1, 1964, through June 25, 
1965, showed a unit continuing to do its mis-
sion. 
 The unit made its final deployment to Lab-
rador between Jul. 1 and Sept. 30, 1964, and 
maintained an alert posture until March 1965. 
It also was recognized with the 8th Air Force 
Outstanding Maintenance Award for 1964. 
 The 11th spent much of its final months at 
Dover rolling back operations and turning in 
equipment, including its KC-97 aircraft, 
many of which were ferried to the storage 
facility at 309th Aerospace Maintenance and 
Regeneration Group, aka, “The Boneyard” at 
Davis-Monthan AFB, Arizona. Several air-
craft were flown there in October and No-
vember 1964. SAC approved the release of 
seven additional aircraft one month earlier 
than planned; these planes left Dover in 
March 1965. 
 The last four KC-97s to depart Dover left 
on Jun. 3, 1965. Aircraft 53-306, which was 
the first Stratofreighter assigned to the 11th 
when it was at Dyess, was the last of the 
11th’s planes to leave Dover.  
 The 11th completed its deactivation on 
Jun. 15, 1965, 10 days early, when it com-
pleted the disposition of all facilities. 
 But that was not the end of the 11th’s 
story. A year after it was deactivated at 
Dover, the 11th was reborn flying the KC-
135 at Altus AFB, Okla. It served there 
until it again was deactivated in 1994. 
 
A life after Dover 
 Those of the 11th’s cadre of KC-97Gs 
not sent to the Boneyard were reassigned to 
other units, including the Air Force Re-
serve.  
 But not all. Tail No. 53-306 was to have 
an interesting second career gathering intel-
ligence data in Europe.  
 Very little information is available even 
now, but it appears the aircraft’s refueling 
equipment was stripped away, and the 
plane fitted out with sensitive electronic 
surveillance gear. Ostensibly flying as a 
cargo carrier out of Wiesbaden Air Base, 
Germany, it almost certainly made counter-
espionage trips through the air corridor over 
East Germany between West Germany and 
West Berlin. The plane continued in that 

role until it was sent to the 309th in February 
1976. It was sold for scrap in April 1980. 
 
An excellent record 
 While only at Dover for five years and 
never deployed in combat, the 11th left be-
hind an enviable record: it earned an addi-
tional Outstanding Unit Award as well as 
maintenance awards and other types of recog-
nition from the Strategic Air Command.  
 In its first 10 years of service, including its 
time at Dover, the 11th never lost an aircraft 
in a flying accident and never reported a seri-
ous personal injury to its personnel, compil-
ing an enviable record as SAC’s best KC-97 
refueling squadron. 
 In fact, the only aircraft loss at the 11th 
ARS occurred about 18 months before the 
unit was transferred to Dover.  
 A number of KC-97s were on temporary 
duty Jan. 18, 1959, at Elmendorf AFB, Alas-
ka, when the incident occurred, retired Maj. 
Charles Caldwell said.  
 Caldwell learned afterward the aircraft was 
being refueled when a leak spilled fuel onto a 
portable heater being used to keep the en-
gines warm. Local newspapers pegged the 
high temperature for the day at 13 degrees 
below zero. 
 “That was my airplane,” Caldwell said. 
“We were about a mile-and-a-half from the 
flight line and in the bachelor officer’s quar-
ters when it happened.” 
 News reports placed the KC-97G at about 
500 yards from Elmendorf’s jet alert hangar 
and about the same distance from about a 
dozen other tanker aircraft. 
 Thick, black smoke blanketed the Anchor-
age area for more than an hour, according to 
news reports. Local fire crews were called in 
to assist base firefighters in extinguishing the 
blaze. 
 The KC-97, Tail No. 53-308, was a total 
loss; however, there were no injuries, and no 
other planes were damaged. Unfortunately, 
Caldwell and his crew lost everything but 
what they’d taken to the BOQ. 
 “I had all my flight gear aboard that air-
plane,” he said. “Shocked? I was kinda 
shocked, all right.” 
 AMC Museum visitors today can get an 
idea of what the KC-97 was like during its 
heyday at Dover. The Museum obtained an L 
model of the aircraft in 1999; the plane had 
spent much of its career at Westover AFB, 
Mass., and had been on display in Cali-
fornia for almost 20 years. 

Filling Station 
(Continued from Page 5) 
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   Over the years, the people of Kent County and throughout Delaware have been generous donors to the Air Mobility Command Museum 
Foundation through our fundraising efforts.  
   Despite the trials of 2020, the AMCM Foundation still went looking for sponsors for our annual Summer Fundraiser (which used to be our 
annual Golf Tournament). Board member Mike Wysong volunteered to lead the program, and gathered some very worthwhile donations. 
Many thanks to Mike for his efforts and of course, to our donors, most of whom are recurrent contributors.  
   We’re happy to recognize them in this issue of the Hangar Digest.  

 

Summer Fundraiser 

Community continues its support of AMCMF 

   Special thanks go out to American Dental Care, who more than doubled the Foundation’s requested donation; we also want to give a 
special shout-out to the Delaware State News and the Dover Post, who once again contributed in-kind advertising in their respective news-
papers. Your support is greatly appreciated! 
   No doubt you’ve already received the Foundation’s Annual Fundraising Campaign letter. The fundraiser runs through March 2021, so there’s 
still time to help. With the Museum closed and the outdoor exhibits/planes only available three days a week, our Foundation dollars have become a 
bit tighter. The mobile store and eStore have been our major sources of income for the past several months, with expenses still ongoing. 

Delaware State News 
Executive Editor Andy 
West, left, has been a 
longtime supporter of the 
AMC Museum Founda-
tion’s Summer Fundrais-
er, while Walt Carrol, 
right, owner of They’re 
Action Figures in the 
Greentree Shopping Cen-
ter, Dover, recently 
joined the fold. The 
AMCMF appreciates their 
continuing support. 

Submitted photo 
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By 
Don Sloan FOUNDATION NOTES 

At the December AMC Museum Foundation board meeting, we elected two more board members. As you can see in 
their bios, both bring a lot to the Foundation and hence the AMC Museum. We’re happy to welcome them both. 
 
Roger D. Cox joined the U.S. Air Force right after graduating from college in 1968. After earning his wings, he went 
to Norton Air Force Base, California, where he became an aircraft commander, instructor, 
and flight examiner in the Military Airlift Command (MAC) flying C-141 Starlifters. Most 
of his flying was in the Pacific, including Southeast Asia, Australia, New Zealand, Antarcti-
ca, and the Pacific islands. Other notable assignments included Operation Deep Freeze 
flights to McMurdo Sound, Antarctica, and the Saigon evacuation in 1975.  
 
He completed his MBA degree in 1973 with an emphasis on managerial accounting and 
strategic management. After leaving the Air Force, he flew corporate jets out of New Jersey 
and B-707s in the Middle East. He joined Braniff International in 1977, flying the Boeing 
727 in the U.S. and South America. After Braniff’s demise, he flew Airbus-300s and B-727s 
at Eastern Airlines before joining America West Airlines (AWA) in 1987. At AWA, he was 
a captain on the B-737, B-757, and the A320. He also served as the air safety chairman and 
master council chairman for the Air Line Pilots Association.  
 
Roger was fortunate to have had a unique perspective on safety management. Besides using scientific tools, data col-
lection, and analysis, his past flying experience and management education gave him an understanding of people, cul-
ture, learning, and leadership. He had begun his career in an era when pilots hand flew jet transports and used autopi-
lots as basic tools and then made the change to more automated airplanes as they were developed, and personally ex-
perienced how pilot skills had to change. He had flown military jets, corporate jets, foreign airline jets, and domestic 
jets. He flew to every continent in the world. He had served in management and in pilot unions and gained the per-
spectives of both. He had become highly knowledgeable about pilot contracts, people management, negotiations, and 
airline economics. 
 
That background served him well when in 2006, he joined the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) as an 
operational factors investigator, where he was exposed to an even broader cross-section of air carriers. He became a 
GS-15 national resource specialist and served there until 2016.  
 
These jobs included research, documentation, and explanations of the operational functions of large airlines, small 
airlines, international airlines, and charter operators. He would conduct hundreds of interviews with accident crews, 
other pilots, management, and witnesses. He delved into flight manuals, procedures, training, and company policies 
affecting safety, working with experts in design, manufacturing, training, and human performance at the NTSB, the 
Federal Aviation Administration, and the major aircraft manufacturers. He attended training with and made multiple 
visits to companies like Boeing, Airbus, and Embraer and wrote reports, published articles, and made presentations to 
safety audiences.  
 
Since his retirement from the FAA in2016, Roger has been teaching aviation safety in the Aviation Technology De-
partment at Community College of Baltimore County in Maryland. He lives in Annapolis, Maryland.  
 
William “Bill” Welser III grew up in New York, receiving his commission in 1971 through the Air Force Reserve 
Officer Training Corps program at the University of Buffalo. He began his career as an aircraft maintenance officer 
before attending flight training and earning his wings in 1975. A command pilot, he has logged more than 3,500 
hours in the C-5 Galaxy, C-141 Starlifter, KC-10 Extender, T-1 Jayhawk, and 20-plus other aircraft. 
He has commanded at squadron, wing, headquarters, and numbered air force levels and held numerous key staff posi-
tions to include a tour on the Joint Staff. Especially noteworthy was his service as the director of Operations and Lo-
gistics for the U.S. Transportation Command, where he led transportation operations supporting the U.S. response to 
the 9/11 terrorist attacks.  
 
In 2003, he commanded 18th Air Force at Scott AFB, Illinois, where he was responsible for tasking and executing all 
worldwide air mobility operations. He completed a distinguished 34-plus-year Air Force career, retiring as a lieuten-
ant general in December 2005. 
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Fly—and stay— safe!  Don Sloan 

In April 2006, Bill joined Northrop Grumman Corporation (NGC) in Melbourne, Florida, 
as vice president, Air Mobility Systems, and deputy program manager for the USAF Tank-
er Replacement Program. He later became vice president for business development for 
NGC’s aerospace systems sector’s mobility market segment. He then served as an inde-
pendent consultant working with the Air Force Technical Applications Center.  
 
Very active in the community, Bill is the past president of the Space Coast Honor Flight 
Board (2011 to 2018). Under his leadership, the program expanded significantly, making it 
possible to honor more than 1,300 World War II, Korean War, and Vietnam veterans by 
providing them with an opportunity to visit their monuments in Washington, D.C. In 2018, 
he was elected to the National Honor Flight board of directors. He has served on the Bre-
vard Habitat for Humanity board of directors (2011 – 2016) and was the chairman from 
2013 to 2015. He served as the 2016 Flight Captain for the Space Coast Order of Daedali-
ans, an aviation fraternity. Finally, he is an active member of the Patrick AFB St. Georges’ Catholic Parish and sings 
in the choir.  
 
This issue marks 10 years since Jeff Brown took over the helm of the Hangar Digest. Over that decade, Jeff has 
used his expertise as an Air Force personnel superintendent and an award-winning news editor at the local Dover 
Post newspaper to upgrade and expand this newsletter. His 2018 article about Women in the Air Force at Dover in 
the 1970s was republished this year in the Friends Journal, the National Museum of the U.S. Air Force ’s magazine; 
this followed an earlier article in the Friends Journal about a 1958 Dover C-133 accident.  
 
Jeff’s article in the Oct-Dec 2020 Hangar Digest about World War II pilot Lt. Barney Welton was praised by Wel-
ton’s grandnephew, U.S. Air Force Chaplain (Capt.) Rabbi Levi Welton. “Aside from writing an excellent piece for 
the Digest, he performed a service for my family,” Welton wrote in an email forwarded to the AMCMF board of di-
rectors. “Members of my family who hadn’t spoken in years . . . reconnected because of Mr. Brown. Through his 
work, Mr. Brown honored history and impacted the present.” 
 
Jeff’s a busy man these days. Although nominally retired, in addition to producing the Digest, he also serves as sec-
retary to the AMCMF board of directors, is the Foundation’s membership manager, and oversees our annual fund-
raising campaign. 

 The AMC Museum Foundation joins the rest of the AMC staff to mourn the passing of World War II veteran Joseph Morettini, 
96, of Erie, Pa. 
 Morettini died Tuesday, Dec. 8, 2020, in Erie. 
 A 19-year-old member of the 82nd Airborne’s E Company, 2nd Battalion, 508th Parachute Infantry Regiment, Morettini 
jumped out of the Douglas C-47 Skytrain, “Turf and Sport Special,” on June 6, 1944, over Normandy, France. 
   That aircraft now is part of the AMCM’s collection. 
 Drafted into the US Army at age 18, he said the first thing he wanted to do was to qualify for the Airborne.  
 As he jumped over Normandy with German anti-aircraft tracers and fire filling the air, Morettini thought he’d be killed before 
reaching the ground. 
 Morettini landed safely and took part in the Allied breakout from the beaches. He was wounded by artillery fire and hospital-
ized in July 1944, just before his 20th birthday. Once recovered, he took part in almost every major European campaign involv-
ing the 82nd Airborne, including the Battle of the Bulge. 

C-47 Turf and Sport Special veteran Joe Morettini passes 
 

 

   Aircraft mechanics are used to working hard under very austere conditions, and those tasked with keeping the aging KC-97 
Stratofreighters in working order during the 1960s were no exception.  
   In painting “Operation Creek Party,” artist Gil Cohen said he wanted to portray a group of airmen working in a “dark, gloomy twi-
light during a cold rainstorm” while taking part in a National Guard deployment to Rhein-Main Air Base, Germany.  
   Such scenes were – and still are – typical throughout the Air Force, including at the 11th Air Refueling Squadron, assigned to Dover 
Air Force Base from 1960 to 1965.  
   Although the 11th flew the KC-97G model instead of the KC-97L shown here, their work was no less difficult or stressful. Aircrews 
assigned to the 11th could expect regular 90-day deployments to areas as diverse as Labrador and Bermuda and often found them-
selves flying support duty alongside Air National Guard units deployed to Europe.  
   Image used for the Hangar Digest with permission of the artist. 

About our center painting . . .  
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It could have been the end of the world 
The Mole Hole 

 Some people likened spending a week on 
alert in a Strategic Air Command (SAC) 
Readiness Crew Building (RCB) as akin to 
waiting for the world to end. 
 For others, like former Airman 2nd Class 
Linuel Hedspeth, a tour in an RCB, otherwise 
known as the Mole Hole, was just another day 
in the Air Force of the 1960s. 
 “I wasn’t in there very often,” recalled 
Hedspeth, whose regular job was repairing 
aircraft engines. “The only times was when 
I pulled KP.” 
 Hedspeth was one of about 550 airmen and 
officers assigned to SAC’s 11th Air Refueling 
Squadron at Dover Air Force Base, Del. From 
1960 to 1965, the unit flew the KC-97G 
Stratofreighter, tasked with conducting routine 
aerial refueling missions along the East Coast. 
 But a rotating group of the 11th ARS’s 
aircrews had a more critical role to play: 
waiting for an emergency alert message 
from SAC headquarters. 
   Each time a message came down, crews 
would bolt from Dover’s RCB and head for 
their waiting aircraft. If the message was just a 
practice run, the crews would stand down and 
return to the Mole Hole.  
   But if the alert was real, their Stratofreight-
ers were tasked to rendezvous with SAC 
bombers and supply them with enough fuel to 
overfly the Soviet Union. Once over the Rus-
sian mainland, the B-52s or B-47s would drop 
their atomic weapons, and World War III 
would begin. 
 The Williamsville, Mo., native vividly re-
calls what happened when a SAC alert came 
down, calling crewmen to their aircraft.  

 “They would go 
running out of the 
building,” Hedspeth 
said. “It was kind of 
scary. Those guys all 
had a really funny look 
on their faces.” 
 Perhaps that was 
because none of the 
men knew if they were 
practicing for nuclear 
war or heading into the 
real thing, he said. 
 
An idea in search 
of a solution 
 As the Cold War with the Soviet Union 
ramped up, SAC deployed its bomber forces 
across the world, turning many installations 
into launch centers for aircraft capable of car-
rying nuclear weapons. 
 These aircraft were expected to be in the air 
within minutes of an alert notification, a goal 
that early SAC planners sometimes failed to 
meet. The key was figuring out a way to park 
and launch the planes as quickly and as effi-
ciently as possible. It took several years and 
several tries, but SAC eventually developed a 
herringbone parking pattern for these bombers 
that made this short reaction time a reality. 
 Parked tail-in at a 45-degree angle to the 
taxiway, this pattern allowed the bombers, 
always primed and ready for launch, to pull 
out almost directly onto a main runaway for a 
quick takeoff. Because of its appearance, the 
parking aprons became familiarly known as 
the Christmas Tree. 
 SAC mimicked the same pattern for its 
KC-97s at bases assigned to other com-
mands, including Dover. 
 But just having a place to park its airplanes 
wasn’t enough. SAC needed accommodations 
for the men who would be flying the aircraft.  
 SAC tried different ideas, from renovating 
existing barracks near the the RCB to buying 
commercial house trailers. These trailers could 
be repositioned as needed or even shipped to 
other bases. But it became apparent a dedicat-
ed, permanent crew readiness facility, located 
at the Christmas Tree, was the best solution.  
 This led to the development of specialized 
readiness crew buildings attached to the alert 
apron; on Dover AFB, this facility was offi-
cially known as Building 1303. 
 But everyone simply called it the Mole 
Hole. 
 
Designing the Mole Hole 
 Dover’s Mole Hole was a concrete structure 
with 16-inch thick exterior walls. Designed to 
hold 70 men, it was the smallest example of 
an RCB in SAC’s inventory. The facility, as 
well as RCBs that could accommodate 100 

and 150 men, was designed in April 1958 by 
the Leo A. Daly architectural firm of Omaha, 
Nebraska, and built by Charles B. Hemline & 
Sons of Red Bank, New Jersey. 
 The cost of the building and Christmas Tree 
alert apron was just over $1.89 million, or 
about $17 million, adjusted for inflation. 
 Construction on Dover’s RCB started in 
early 1959 and was complete by the end of 
that year. SAC’s minimum 15-minute win-
dow for launching bombers also extended 
to its refueling aircraft. Underground tun-
nels helped meet that requirement, allow-
ing crews to go from Building 1303 di-
rectly out to the Christmas Tree and their 
waiting KC-97s.  
 The underground first floor of Building 
1303 included two corridors running the 
length of the building, each leading to a 
corrugated tunnel and exit door. There was 
an intersecting corridor halfway through the 
building, which also led to two exits. Alert 
crews bunked in 27 two- and three-person 
bedrooms on the floor, which included two 
latrines with showers, and a mechanical 
equipment room. 
 The windowless second floor featured 
meeting rooms, offices, an officer’s lounge, 
security office, more latrines, kitchen, and 
storage. It was centered around a single, build-
ing-long main corridor that intersected a short-
er passage, both leading to the outside. 
 
Flight suits and zippered boots 
 Former Lt. William Grapperhaus, 85, of 
Selbyville, Del., served as a navigator in the 
11th, and remembers what it was like getting 
the alert message and prepping his KC-97G 
for takeoff. 
 “If we were pulling an alert, we all were in 
flight suits,” he recalled. “If an alert sounded, 
we’d run out and crank up the auxiliary power 
units. We’d look for a classified message and 
then authenticate it. Then we’d either shut 
down the engines or maybe taxi to the end of 
the runway.” 
 The small bedrooms afforded a modicum of 
privacy. Flight suits and boots with zippers 

Dover AFB’s Readiness Crew Building, aka, the Mole Hole, was a 
two-story facility built to house alert aircrews during the 1960s. 

Corrugated metal tunnels led up to the 
alert apron where the 11th Air Refueling 
Squadron’s KC-97G aircraft were parked. 

Library of Congress/Historic American Building Survey photo 

Library of Congress/Historic American Building Survey photo 
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instead of laces usually were kept next to 
beds and could be donned with almost no 
effort. 
 “We were well trained,” retired navigator 
Maj. Charles Caldwell said. “It was a scram-
ble, but an orderly one. There was no confu-
sion. We had a certain amount of time to get 
out there and start engines, and we did it.” 
 Occasionally SAC would order the 
Stratofreighters into the air but most of the 
time the planes would taxi back to their 
spots on the Christmas Tree alert apron, 
Grappenhaus said.  
 Six of the 11th’s fleet of 22 Stratofreight-
ers would be on alert at a time, with the rest 
either flying routine refueling missions or 
undergoing maintenance on the north end of 
the base. 
 Except for the rush sparked by an alert, 
life inside the Mole Hole could be pretty 
routine, Caldwell revealed. 
 “We had a regular program the week we 
were on alert,” he recalled. “We’d study the 
emergency war plan orders, and we’d have 
briefings about what was going on in the 
world. The day was taken up with lectures and 
that kind of thing.” 
 The area around the Mole Hole had perhaps 
the highest security posture on Dover AFB. 
The compound had one gate and was fenced 
off from the rest of the base. Armed security 
personnel patrolled near the aircraft. 
 The alert facility had a dedicated kitchen 
and military cooks. 11th ARS airmen not on 
alert status would be detailed for KP to help 
with food preparation and other activities. 
 “We had a pretty nice mess hall in the Mole 
Hole,” Grappenhaus recalled. 
 To keep down the boredom factor, crews 
could go outside but had to stay within the 
perimeter fence. Croquet and touch football 
ere popular, as was softball. Bridge, chess 
and penny-ante poker games were not un-
common. Crews spent time writing letters or 
watching the half-dozen available television 
channels.  
 
‘A little antsy’ 
 While the 11th often practiced for the 
eventuality of war, it was the Cuban Missile 
Crisis where it almost became a reality. 
 In October 1962, President John F. 
Kennedy ordered an embargo around Cu-
ba to force the Soviet Union into remov-
ing newly-built missile installations. 
 “As I recall, we were ordered to get on the 
plane, and we’d be given our orders once in 
flight,” Burns said. “We weren’t sure where 
we were going, north or south, but we ended 
up in Goose Bay. We stayed there on alert 
status until the crisis abated.” 
 Former Airman 1st Class Jon Pearson of 
Bremerton, Wash., had just completed training 
as a boom operator when he reported to Dover 
in August 1962. 
 “They parked all of our aircraft on the 
Christmas Tree, except those that were up at 

Goose Bay,” he re-
called. “All of the air-
crews were sent to the 
Mole Hole, so it was 
pretty crowded.” 
 As he and about 10 
other new arrivals had-
n’t been assigned to an 
aircrew, Pearson was 
ordered to guard the 
Mole Hole alongside 
Dover’s Air Police. 
 “We pulled interior 
perimeter guard duty 
after being issued M1 
carbines with live am-
munition,” he said. 
Each shift lasted 12 
hours, Pearson added. 
 Then, as now, the 
Christmas Tree was 
located close to US 
Route 113, and travel-
ers had an easy time 
spotting the 
Stratofreighters parked 
there. This caused a lot 
of concern for Dover’s 
security personnel, 
Pearson said. 
 “We were within rifle 
range of Route 113, and 
if anyone had pulled 
over and taken a few shots, they would have 
destroyed the entire alert force,” he said. 
“Those planes were packed in like sar-
dines.” 
 Several times, however, civilian motorists 
could not resist the temptation to take a few 
snapshots, Pearson said. 
 “Before they got back into their cars, the 
Air Police trucks would be there,” he said. 
“They were a little antsy about all of that.” 
 
The end of an era 
 In the years following SAC’s decision to 
realign its bomber and tanker forces, many 
of the more than 70 crew readiness build-
ings throughout the world either were aban-
doned or repurposed. 
 Like some of those facilities, Building 
1303 at Dover also found several other uses. 
Although its exterior remained mostly un-
changed, the interior underwent significant 
renovations. During part of its post-SAC life 
the old RCB served as headquarters for the 
20th Military Airlift Squadron. 
 “All of the old bedrooms were used as 
offices for the different flight sections,” 
recalled former 20th MAS aircrew member 
retired Master Sgt. Charles Grant, 90, of 
Dover. The kitchen facilities also had been 
gutted and removed, he added. 
 “There were no windows downstairs 
where we were, but there was air condition-
ing and it was heated, so it was very com-
fortable,” Grant said.  

 When the 20th left in 1973, Building 
1303 was turned into administrative offices 
for Dover AFB’s Aeroclub pilot training 
and flight school. 
 By the early 2000s, however, the old RCB 
was showing its age. A study showed its cli-
mate control systems were in poor condition, 
and it was subject to sewer backups. New 
environmental regulations meant the asbestos 
floor tiles were considered hazardous, and the 
electrical system could not handle new com-
puter systems.  
 Its placement at the end of an active runway 
also presented problems. Although well-sited 
in 1960, changes to Air Force safety require-
ments for runway clearance zones had turned 
the building into a significant aircraft safety 
hazard. 
 The AMC Museum turned down an offer to 
take over the building, citing its proximity to 
the runway and other problems. 
 These factors, including the cost of renovat-
ing the former RCB led instead to a decision to 
demolish the building. Because it was eligible 
for the National Register of Historic Places, 
the building was photographed and measured, 
inside and out before demolition. 
 With almost 45 years of service to its credit, 
Building 1303 finally fell to the wrecking ball 
in 2005.  
 The former Christmas Tree alert apron re-
mained and continues to serve the flight 
school. 
 

Dover’s RCB was located on the upper right “branch” of the 
KC-97G’s parking apron, or “Christmas Tree.” The arrange-
ment meant easy runway access in case of an alert. The AMC 
Museum is at the top of the photo. 

Photo courtesy of Google Maps 
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 The Air Mobility Command Muse-
um Foundation could not function 
without the support of the airmen, 
former airmen, members of the Air 
Force’s sister services and civilians 
who make up its membership. Foun-
dation members hail from 35 of the 
50 states and from four nations other 
than the United States: Canada, Swit-
zerland, the United Kingdom and 
Scotland. They truly represent every-
one whose spirits fly with those who 
guarded and still guard our nation’s 
skies. 
 Here’s our annual listing of AMCM 
Foundation members. Thanks for all 
you do! 
  
Crew Member 
 MSgt. Vincent Acquaviva Jr. 
(USAF, Ret.), Steve Alpert, Charles 
Aylward, Douglas Basarab, Richard 
B. Betlyon, Mark Bott, Cmdr. Charles 
R. Bourbonnais, (US Navy, Ret.), 
Col. Garnett Brown, (USAF, Ret.), 
Dennis H. Byrnes, John Calderone, 
Jan Caldwell, Richard Caldwell, Neal 
Carlson, Scott Carnegie, John D. 
Cook, Edward Cooney, SMSgt. Rob-
ert J. Coyle (USAF, Ret.), Rebecca 
Cumins, Charles Dasher, MSgt. Doug 
DeGraves, (USAF, Ret.), Michael E. 
Derin, Paul P. Diaco, Harlan Durham, 
Barry W. Fisher, Raymond Franze, 
 Pierre Gillard, Stephen D. Gould, 
Don L. Hall, David G. Holt, Chuck 
Hutchings, Paul C. Jankowski, Mi-
chael J. Jankowski, Al F. Johnson Jr., 
Jack Keaveney, TSgt. Glenn E. 
Kerns, (USAF, Ret.), SSgt. Charles 
A. Kirby, Brian Kirk, Jeff Kirwan, 
Joseph P. Koetas, SMSgt. Gary 
Kutsch (USAF, Ret.) Terry A. LaGi-
er, Coy W. Leatherwood, Richard 
Levin, Robert Loesch, Col. Ronald H. 
Love, (USAF, Ret.),  
 Paul Maynor, Robert N. Mazza-
rone, Joseph S. McDaniel III, Paul J. 
McDonald, Bruce Merrell, Capt. Mur-
dock M. Moore, (USAF, Ret.), Bruce 
Moran, Heywood Nelson, J. Michael 
Novak, Andrew Ostrowski, MSgt. 
William D. Owens, Dr. Patricia 

Papineau, Edward R. Perkowski, Pat-
rick Perry, Ralph Pettersen, Lt. Col. 
William Pfeiffer (USAF, Ret.), John 
Piechule, Leslie Potter, Stephen Pul-
ley, 
 Harold T. Reece, Roger Roberge, 
James Roberts, Lt. Col. Donald E. 
Rynes (USAF, Ret.), Dr. Joseph E. 
Salvatore, Carol Schulman, David 
Scott, Jon Sellin, Charles M. Smith, 
James K. Stanton, Lt. Col. Ronald K. 
Stegall (USAF, Ret.), CMSgt. Rich-
ard A. Strouse (USAF, Ret.), 
 John E. Tripp, CMSgt. Robert L. 
Valeski (USAF, Ret.), MSgt. Harry E. 
Van Den Heuvel (USAF, Ret.), John 
C. Vaughn, Charles Wasley, William 
R. Wessman, John Westman, William 
Whited, Beverly Williams, Barry K. 
Wilson, and Dr. Stephanie Wright. 
  
Flight Crew Member 
 Kenneth L. Ablett, Roy Alexander, 
Donald E. Allen Jr., Eugene Alt, Maj. 
Dewey J. Barich (USAF, Ret.) Jim & 
Ginger Baum, James A. Benson, Al-
thea G. Beverly, Robert G. Blue, John 
M. Brenner, J. Barry Brown, CMSgt. 
William J. Carrow, Ronald C. Combs,  
   Maj. Michael Davidson (US Army, 
Ret.), Richard L. Dorre, Dennis Eck, 
Rose Marie Galbraith, Thomas 
Galish, Dennis W. Gaughan, Michael 
R. Grady, TSgt. Edward O. Grunwell 
III (USAF, Ret.), Lt. Col. Ronald 
Harner (USAF, Ret.), MSgt. James L. 
Heather (USAF, Ret.), Gerald Kenna, 
Justin Kreider, William K. Lee Jr., 
Gary Long, William J. Lorenz,  
  Dennis Maroulas, Ted M. Marshall, 
Thomas R. Masino, MSgt. John F. 
Masters (USAF, Ret.), Richard 
Matlack, Col. William O. McCabe 
(USAF, Ret.), Lt. Col. Robert 
McKennett (US Army, Ret.), Steven 
M. Meredith, Charles Moller, CMSgt. 
Gary L. Myers (USAF, Ret.), Mary C. 
Neiman, CMSgt. Jimmy Nolan 
(USAF, Ret.), 
 Jon Oatman, Constance B. Propst, 
William Robinson, John W. Rohland, 
Stephanie Rudewicz, Matthew J. 
Schack, Thomas B. Smith, Caryn So-

bel, CMSgt. Richard A. Stutz (USAF, 
Ret.), Ruth Ann Tasker, Jerry M. 
Thomas, Louis Truckley, Richard 
Unruh, John I. Way, and Richard M. 
Zuckerman. 
  
Squadron Commander 
 Roger E. Aubrey, Thomas F. 
Bayard IV, Robert P. Becht Jr., Derek 
Beckman, CMSgt. Robert Bien, 
(USAF, Ret.), Mr. and Mrs. Herbert 
Bollman, Patrick Bucco, Lt. Col John 
A. Burke, Louis Chapman, SMSgt. 
Thomas M. Corbeil, USAF, Ret.), 
Col. Albert R. Couture (USAF, Ret.), 
Roger D. Cox, Dover International 
Speedway Inc., SMSgt. Jack A. Egolf 
(USAF, Ret.), Joseph R. Eisenhardt, 
Vince Fagan, David Fiedler, 
 MSgt. Charles E. Grant (USAF, 
Ret.), David Hackett, Brig. Gen. Ger-
ald W. Harding, Ret., Charles R. 
Hayes, Kurt Hollenbach, Phillip E. 
Hope, Sgt. Maj. Joseph W. Krattinger 
(US Army, Ret), Randy and Judith 
Kroegman, Steve J. Krok, 
   Glenn A. Larson, Maj. Charles S. 
Lyon (USAF, Ret.), Mr. and Mrs. Wal-
ter Makarucha, TSgt. Sam Marinucci, 
(USAF Ret.), Howard Matthews, Julian 
Metzger, Brett Nicholson, Ch. (Lt. Col) 
Robert Nissly (USAF, Ret.) CMSgt. 
Clem F. O’Toole (USAF, Ret.), Eileen 
Owsiany, 
 MSgt. David J. Petr (USAF, Ret.), 
Gregory L. Phillips, Lt. Col. Law-
rence Phillips (USAF, Ret.), MSgt. 
Edwin A. Pratt (USAF, Ret.), Thomas 
Rood, CMSgt. Paul Roy Jr. (USAF, 
Ret.), Elizabeth Schulze, Janice E. 
Sibbald, Bob Simmons, Mike 
Tatoian, Lt. Col. Robert W. Turner, 
Edwin T. Wall, Lt. Col. Steve Welde, 
(USAF, Ret.), and David D. Wilson. 
  
Group Commander 
 John L. McClure, Robert C. Mon-
roe, Robert J. Penny, and Keith D. 
Wentzel 
 Life Member 
 Mike Adkins. Col. Diego X. Alva-
rez (USAFR, Ret.), Timothy Ander-
son, Jonathan R. Andrews, SMSgt. 

We couldn’t do what we do without you 
AMC Museum Foundation members: 
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and Mrs. Bernard Arinsberg, Ronald 
Barnak, Virginia Behan, John Beiser, 
Lt. Col. Robert A. Bell Jr. (USAF, 
Ret.), Robert M. Berglund, Richard 
A. Bissonnette, Doris Ann Bohannon 
Coffey, Col. and Mrs. Charles W. 
Bradley (USAF, Ret.), Edward H. 
Bridge, Maj. Ralph Briggs (USAF, 
Ret.), David Brock, MSgt. Jeffrey A. 
Brown (USAF, Ret.), William Buck-
ingham, George P. Bundy, Brig. Gen. 
Richard B. Bundy (USAF, Ret.), Da-
vid E. Burke, Col. John W. Burt 
(USAF, Ret.), Alberto Capone, Car-
leton E. Carey Sr., Bradley W. Carne-
gie, Capt. Tom Carper (USNR, Ret.), 
Paul L. Cathell Jr., SMSgt. Rodolfo 
Chastain (USAF, Ret.), Brig. Gen. 
Edward R. Clark, David Cohen, Gil 
Cohen, Roger H. Cole, Christopher 
C. Connor, Diane Crom, Shirley Cun-
ningham,  
 Ernest Davison, Lt. Col. Robert J. 
De Lar (USAF, Ret.), Charles L. 
Dickerson, Lt. Gen. Robert Dierker 
(USAF, Ret.), William J. DiMondi, 
Sandra H. Dobbins, James L. Dunn, 
Col. Kenneth W. Durham, Timothy 
Egan, Kenneth C. Eith Sr., Lt. Col. 
and Mrs. Paul J. Engstenberg (USAF, 
Ret.), Bonnie Episcopo, Col. Arthur 
G. Ericson (USAF, Ret.), Lt. Col. 
Roger L. Evans (USAF, Ret.), Col. 
George W. Findlay (USAF, Ret.), 
Aaron Fisher, Marquis Fjelsted, An-
drew S. Fleming, Lt. Col. Gerald F. 
Foss (USAF, Ret.), Peter Franco, 
Mike Frebert, MSgt. William H. 
Freeman (USAF, Ret.), Eric Getz, Lt. 
Col. Joseph Gilfillan III, Lt. Col. Paul 
Gillis (USAFR, Ret.), Maj. David A. 
Godek (USAF, Ret.), Mack Graham,  
 Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Hallett, Mr. 
and Mrs. Edward T. Hammond Jr., 
Kay Hardie, Alan Harding, William 

F. Hare, Col. Richard B. Harper Jr. 
(USAF, Ret.), Isaac T. Harrison, Paul 
Hartwick, Col. Eugene A. Hebert 
(USAF, Ret.), Alexandre Hedayat, Lt. 
Col. Harry E. Heist (USAF, Ret.), Lt. 
Col. Kevin Higginbotham (USAF, 
Ret.), Chester Hollingsworth, Ronald 
N. Howdershelt, Lt. Col. Robert B. 
Jenkins (USAF, Ret.), MSgt. William 
E. Judd, Kent Construction Company, 
SMSgt. Bruce P. Keyser (USAF, 
Ret.), Col. Robert J. King, Jack Kin-
yon, John J. Kinyon, MSgt. Franklin 
K. Kreisher (US Army, Ret.), Gen. 
Walter Kross (USAF, Ret.), Everett 
Kruhm, 
 Rev. Joseph P. LaMar, James A. 
Larkin, Jo Anne G. Larsen, Col. Mel 
Larsen (USAF, Ret.), Douglas J. Lau, 
MSgt. James R. Leech (USAF, Ret.), 
Bob Leicht, M. Dean Leister, Michael 
Leister, Jane W. Marshall, CMSgt. 
George D. McDuffie (USAF, Ret.), 
Denis McGlynn, William R. McGow-
an, Robert Mench, Rodney W. 
Moore, James T. Noble, Chuck 
Nunan,  
   James O’Dell, Maj. Sage H. Olson, 
Daniel T. O'Rourke, Patricia Over-
man, Lt. Col. Donna Parry, Lt. Col. 
J.C. Parry, SMSgt. Ronald J. Paw-
lowski (USAF, Ret.), James J. Petru-
zella, Sgt. 1st Class Emilio M. Pinera 
(US Army, Ret.), PPG IND INC., 
Caroline J. Prickett, Brig. Gen. Mi-
chael J. Quarnaccio (USAFR, Ret.), 
 MSgt. William H. Ralph (USAF, 
Ret.), CMSgt. Dallas L. Ray (USAF, 
Ret.), Maj. Hans Reigle (USAF, 
Ret.), Michael Rickards, Priscilla J. 
Rittershofer, James E. Roberts, 
CMSgt. George Roof (USAF, Ret.), 
Brian Roth, John F. Royston, Jean D. 
Runge, Joel M. Rutenberg, Claire 
Lyn Saxon, Jay L. Schmukler, James 

Schultz, Christopher Scuse, Lt. Col. 
Robert A. Sheppard (USAF, Ret.), 
Col. and Mrs. Howard G. Sholl Jr., 
Col. Donald Sloan (USAFR, Ret.), 
Lt. Col. Kenneth H. Smith (USAF, 
Ret.), Silas Stephan, Col. Edward S. 
Stokes III, C. Joseph Styles,  
   Kevin Taha, James T. Thompson, 
Rev. E. Arthur Titus, Jeff Townsend, 
Andrew Turlington, Col. Emmett Ve-
nett Jr. (USAF, Ret.), Victor V. Ven-
tura,  
 R. Thomas Wagner, Sgt. Richard L. 
Wahl, Larry R. Warfel, William 
Welser Jr., Lt. Gen. William Welser 
III (USAF, Ret.), Phil White, Alonzo 
B. Wickers, Don M. Wiggins, Brig. 
Gen. Kennard R. Wiggins (DE ANG, 
Ret.), MSgt. Robert H. Wikso 
(USAF, Ret.), Dewalt J. Willard, 
Dewalt J. Willard Jr., Col. David 
Wuest, CMSgt, Michael Wysong 
(USAF, Ret.), MSgt. Roger C. Yorde 
(USAF, Ret.), SMSgt. Tom Young, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Paul A. Zahn 
  
Eagle Donor 
   Dr. Paul Bechly, Robert L. Car-
mean, Johnny R. Jones, Mary S. 
Jones, David C. Nathan, Joseph C. 
Rivard, Col. Robert P. Walsh, USAF 
(Ret.) 
  
Silver Eagle Donor 
 Greg Moffitt 
  
Gold Eagle Donor 
 William H. Willis 
  
Platinum Eagle Donor 
 Col. George H. Chabbott (USAF, 
Ret.), Michael S. Estes, and Howell 
M. Estes III 
  
(Current as of 31 Dec. 2020) 

 

New names added to AMCM’s Commemorative Garden 
  An additional seven names on memorial bricks were added to the walkway at the Air Mobility Command Museum’s Commemorative Gar-
den in conjunction with Veterans Day 2020. 
  The bricks, inscribed with names, organizations and other tributes, are added to the garden each Memorial Day and Veterans Day. 

Ronald Corwell, Korean War, 1937 – 2020 
Ronald Corwell, 1937 – 2020, Proud Volunteer, AMC Museum, USAF 
CMSgt. Bryan Ford, Top 3, Dover AFB, SNCO1 25 Sept. 20 
Kelly Hurlburt, AMCM Volunteer, 1,000-plus hours 

Col. J. Safranek, 436 AW/CC, 30 May 18 – 7 Jan 20 
Bob Wikso, AMC Museum, Library Pioneer, Jan 1999 – Nov 2019 
Mike Wysong, CMSgt, USAF, 1967 – 2005 
Patty Wysong, MSgt, USAF, 1974 – 2005 

Because of formatting requirements, the information presented in this listing may not exactly match the inscription on the bricks. 
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Gen. Jacqueline Van Ovost, Air Mobility Command 
Commander, left, and Chief Master Sgt. Brian Kru-
zelnick, AMC Command Chief, right, toured the AMC 
Museum Dec. 8, 2020. They met re-enactors Emily 
Malone, Patrick O’Neill and Nick Saborio, portraying 
a WASP pilot, a glider pilot and a test pilot with the 
4146th Base Unit during World War II. The re-
enactors volunteer their time as part of the Muse-
um’s community education program.  

 AROUND AND  

ABOUT YOUR  AMC MUSEUM 

Eric Metz brought son Peter, 6, from their home 
in Washington, D.C., to spend the day at the 
AMCM. Peter showed a remarkable knowledge 
of World War II aircraft, explaining the purpose 
of the black and white invasion stripes found on 
the miniature C-47 model his father purchased 
at the Foundation’s mobile trailer store.  

           The background cloud photograph on this page was taken at Omaha Beach, Normandy, France 

Dave and Debra Chapman brought their family from 
Cape May, N.J., to spend the Saturday after Thanks-
giving at the AMC Museum. From left are Alison, Alex 
and Erik Chapman, Sammy Mwaniki of Nairobi, Ken-
ya, Parker, Debra and David Chapman. Grandson 
Miles, far left, didn’t feel like having his picture taken. 
Mwaniki is in the United States studying aerospace 
engineering.  

Maintaining the correct social distancing, Museum 
volunteer Emily Malone briefs the Cabla family 
about the C-5’s capabilities. Rhonda and Don Ca-
bla had journeyed from their small hometown of 
Edna, Texas, to visit son Jordan, over the Thanks-
giving holiday. Jordan is a C-5 flight engineer sta-
tioned at Dover AFB. Asked his thoughts about the 
AMCM, Don said, “I like it. I like it a lot.” 

USAF photo/Maurice Campino 
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AMC Museum Foundation Inc. 
P.O. Box 2024 
Dover AFB, DE 19902-9988 

TO BE INCLUDED ON OUR MAILING LIST FOR UPDATES ON NEW  
ITEMS IN OUR ONLINE STORE, SEND AN EMAIL TO ESTORE@AMCMF.COM 

Explore the 
AMC Museum’s  

E-store! 

Visit the AMC 
Museum’s  
Website! 


