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Cover: This portrait of Maj 
George S. Welch of Wilmington, 
Del., is by renowned Delaware 
artist Peter Hurd. Painted in 
1943, it now hangs in the state’s 
Legislative Hall. Hurd studied 
under illustrator N.C. Wyeth and 
during World War II worked as a 
war correspondent for the US 
Army Air Forces. Later, he was 
commissioned to paint the offi-
cial portrait of US President 
Lyndon Johnson; despite John-
son’s displeasure with the re-
sult, the painting is in the Smith-
sonian Institution’s National 
Portrait Gallery. Courtesy of the 
state of Delaware. 

   The Air Mobility Command Museum (AMCM) is an 
aviation, aerospace, education, scientific, cultural, historical, 
and inspirational facility for the general public and the Air 
Force community. It is part of the Air Force heritage system 
and an official Air Force entity. 
   Located in Hangar 1301 on Dover AFB, Kent County, 
Delaware, the Museum is part of the National Museum of the 
United States Air Force’s field museum system. Hangar 1301 
was placed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1994. 

 We tell the stories of the people who served in our nation’s US Army Air Corps, the 
US Army Air Forces, and the US Air Force. In addition, we offer an opportunity for 
many visitors to see the actual aircraft and meet people who served our country. 
 Entrance to the Museum is made via Delaware Route 9, south of the base. Admission 
and parking at the Museum is free and military identification is not required.  
 The Museum is open 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Wednesday through Sunday. It is closed on all 
federal holidays except Veterans Day. 
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Welch received baptism of fire Dec. 7, 1941 
Delaware’s Maj. George S. Welch 

 Of the more than 760 Distinguished 
Service Cross medals awarded during the 
Second World War, the first went to Del-
aware native 2nd Lt George S. Welch. 
 Welch was one of the first US Army 
Air Force pilots into the skies over Pearl 
Harbor during the Japanese attack on 
Dec. 7, 1941. Working in tandem with 
fellow pilot 2nd Lt Kenneth Taylor of 
Oklahoma, the pair were credited with 
downing almost 20 percent of the aircraft 
lost by Japanese imperial forces that day. 
 Taylor also received the Distinguished 
Service Cross along with Welch, an-
nounced in the War Department’s Gen-
eral Order No. 2, 1942. 
  
A surprise attack 
 Welch and Taylor had spent much of 
the night of Dec. 6 and early morning of 
Dec. 7 partying and playing cards. They 
had just returned to their rooms at 
Wheeler Field when the first wave of air-
craft rattled the morning air. 
 Spotting the bright scarlet Rising Sun 
roundel on the planes, both men quickly 
realized the field was under attack. 
Climbing into Taylor’s Buick convertible, 
they avoided strafing fire and made the 16
-mile trip to Haleiwa Landing Field in 
less than 15 minutes. Jumping into a pair 
of waiting Curtiss P-40B aircraft – Taylor 
had called ahead and ordered the War-
hawks to be fueled and ready to fly – the 

pilots took off, still in the formal uniforms 
they’d worn the night before. 
 Welch almost immediately shot down 
one of 12 enemy dive bombers and, de-
spite one of his three .30-caliber guns 
having jammed, downed a second bomber 
with the remaining weapons. He and Tay-
lor landed at Wheeler Field, and refueled 
and resupplied with ammo, took off once 
more, straight into an oncoming phalanx 
of new attackers. By the time Welch land-
ed again he’d downed four Japanese air-
craft while Taylor had two confirmed 
kills. Welch’s Warhawk was pockmarked 
with bullet holes across its cowling, en-
gine and propellor. One incendiary round 
had passed through the plane’s fuselage, a 
few inches from his head. 
 Welch escaped injury during his dog-
fights with the Japanese pilots, although 
Taylor received a bullet wound in the arm 
while taking off on his second attack. He 
later was awarded the Purple Heart Medal. 
 By the time both men were ready for a 
third sortie into combat, the enemy had 
retreated to their aircraft carriers and were 
steaming away from Pearl Harbor. Welch 
and Taylor had received their first, but not 
last, taste of aerial combat.  
 Back in Delaware, Welch was received 
as a hero, and his portrait hangs today in 
Delaware’s Legislative Hall. The elemen-
tary school on Dover Air Force Base also 
has been named in his honor.  

  
A comfortable 
upbringing 
   State records show 
Welch was chris-
tened as George 
Lewis Schwartz Jr. 
after his birth on 
May 19, 1918, in 
Wilmington, Dela-
ware’s largest city. A 
brother, Dehn 
Schwartz, was born 
two years later. Be-
cause of still intense 
anti-German senti-
ment even after the 
end of World War I, 
their parents changed 

both boys’ surnames 
to Welch, their moth-
er’s maiden name. 
   Growing up as the 
son of a respected 
DuPont research 
chemist, Welch en-

joyed a comfortable upper-middle class 
life. Active in the Boy Scouts, he also at-
tended a private school in Wilmington and 
was a 1937 graduate of the Saint Andrews 
School in Middletown, Del., which had 
been founded by A. Felix du Pont. 
 Although a sports enthusiast who en-
joyed wrestling and rowing, Welch was 
permanently sidelined from the football 
team after breaking his collarbone in the 
first play of the first game of his freshman 
season. He continued to serve as the varsi-
ty team’s waterboy. 
 Reminiscing for a newspaper article 
after word of Welch’s victories at Pearl 
Harbor were announced, St. Andrews 
headmaster the Rev. Walden Pell II re-
called Welch as “an average student” who 
was likeable, friendly, but not aggressive. 
 “As I recall, he had a little trouble with 
English, but right now seems to be doing 
all right with the Japanese,” Pell quipped. 
 After graduation, Welch attended Per-
due University where he decided to be-
come an aviation cadet. Always enamored 
with the idea of flying, as a youngster he 
had built balsa wood and tissue paper air-
planes, telling his parents he wanted to be 
a fighter pilot and wanting nothing to do 
with any other type of aircraft. 
 “He didn’t like bombers,” Welch’s fa-
ther, George Schwartz, recalled in a De-
cember 1941, interview with the Wilming-
ton News Journal. “He preferred the faster 
pursuit planes.” 
 But getting permission to follow his 
dream was not easy. He continually pes-
tered his parents, even sending them a 

(Continued on page 4) 

Delaware State Archives 

Welch stands with his aircraft while as-
signed to the 45th Air Base Group in Hawaii.  

Jason Payne, principal of the Welch Elementary School on Do-
ver Air Force Base, reflects on Welch’s portrait outside his 
office. “It is an honor and a privilege to serve as the principal 
of Maj George S. Welch Elementary School,” Payne said. “Our 
school’s namesake is fitting for a school located on an Air 
Force base . . . It’s important for our students to understand 
that their parents, just like Maj. Welch, perform essential mis-
sions for our nation’s success.”  
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Welch 

telegram while they were on vacation in 
Mexico, pleading for their consent. 
 “We finally broke down and gave it,” 
Schwartz said in the News Journal inter-
view.  
 With parental blessing secured, Welch 
returned to Purdue, graduating with a de-
gree in aeronautical engineering. Delaware 
newspapers followed his career closely 
with occasional short stories and a photo-
graph of Welch in a soft leather flying 
helmet and goggles. 
 Welch earned his second lieutenant’s 
commission on Oct. 14, 1940 and was 
assigned to Hawaii in February 1941. 
 All of this training left Welch with 
little time for hometown visits, but 
writing in 1995, St. Andrews classmate 
Walter “Buzz” Speakman recalled 
meeting Welch in Wilmington during 
the 1940 Christmas holiday. That sea-
son, there was little evidence of what 
was to come a year later. 
 “The next time we heard of George, he 
was in every paper in the country after 
Pearl Harbor,” Speakman wrote. 
  
A flyer’s tale 
 Welch told his own story of the attack in 
a May 19, 1942, interview.  
 Although awakened by the sound of 
aircraft overhead, Welch didn’t get out of 
bed until hearing explosions and machine 
gun fire. 
 “With about three or four other offic-
ers from the Club where I stayed, I ran 
out – saw red circles on the airplanes 
and realized what was going on and that 
they were Jap planes,” he said. 
 Heading into the air, at first, he and 
Taylor saw little except fires at the 

nearby Pearl Harbor, where much of the 
United States Pacific fleet was moored. 
 “Later we noticed 20 or 30 airplanes in 
a traffic pattern at Ewa, the Marine land-
ing field,” he said. “We found they were 
Japanese dive bombers strafing the field.  
 “Lieutenant Taylor and I shot two of 
those down,” Welch said, adding, “The 
first one I shot down, the rear gunner did-
n’t even turn around to face me. I got up 
close enough to see what he was doing.  
 “I got him in a five-second burst – he 
burned up right away.” 
 The second aircraft’s gunner managed 
to return fire as Welch approached, but 
three bursts from the Warhawk’s machine 
guns sent the bomber crashing into the 
beach. 
 Welch didn’t realize it at the time, but 
the Japanese pilots were just finishing 
what was to be the first wave of attacks. 
He and Taylor had landed at Wheeler 
Field and refueled and reloaded when the 
second attacks began, coming from Pearl 
Harbor toward Wheeler and nearby 
Schofield Barracks. 
 Taking off again, Welch shook off a 
Japanese pilot firing at him from behind, 
then managed to down an aircraft that was 
after Taylor. 
 “I had to put down my flaps to slow 
down to keep behind the Jap,” he said. 
“He burst into flame. Apparently, I hit the 
big gas tank between the pilot and the gun-
ner. He had a terrific explosion right there 
and crashed.” 
 Welch scored his fourth victory when he 
spotted a Japanese aircraft flying alone. 
 “His rear gunner was either dead or 
asleep for I didn’t get fired at,” Welch said. 
 Seeing no additional targets, Welch 
stayed in the air for another 15 or 20 
minutes before returning to Haleiwa.  
   From his position above the island, Welch 

had been able to 
get a good look at 
the devastation – 
and the Japanese 
tactics. Dozens of 
aircraft, all parked 
together for securi-
ty, had been de-
stroyed. 
   “When I looked 
down the hangar 
line at Wheeler 
Field, there were 
obviously very 
few, if any, air-
planes left,” he 
said. “They were 
all burning or scat-

tered bombs had hit them and scattered 
them all over the place.” 
   The attackers had flown parallel to the 
hangars at a very slow speed, shooting at 
anything. Then they’d circle around and 
follow the same pattern, Welch said. 
   “There was no resistance from Wheeler 
Field at all, so they had a perfect pattern and 
could pick out individual ships that they 
could see that weren’t on fire and shoot at 
them with both their 7.7s and 20-mm can-
non,” he said. 
 
Death of a hero 
 Welch remained on duty in Hawaii for 
several months, then was sent back to the 
United States where he gave speeches in 
support of the country’s war bonds effort. 
He returned to combat in the Pacific Thea-
ter, eventually scoring 12 additional victo-
ries in aerial combat. Three of those took 
place on Dec. 7, 1942, one year after the 
Pearl Harbor attack. 
 Welch’s combat career was cut short in 
September 1943 when he became ill with 
a severe case of malaria. Hospitalized in 
Australia, he met and married Janette Al-
ice Williams of Sydney on Oct. 25. He 
was sent back to the United States after 
flying 348 combat missions with 16 con-
firmed kills. 
 Back in America, Welch continued to 
give war bond speeches and worked to 
develop new fighter tactics for the mili-
tary. Seeing his experience could be used 

 

(Continued from page 3) 

As a test pilot for North American Aviation, 
Welch flew some of the United States’ most 
advanced aircraft. He was known for wear-
ing an orange-colored helmet and could be 
easily spotted while in the cockpit.  

San Diego Air and Space Museum 

After his victories in Hawaii, Welch was promoted to captain and 
assigned to bases in the Pacific Theater, where he claimed 14 addi-
tional aerial combat victories.  

Delaware State Archives 
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for new aircraft still in the design stage, 
he was offered a civilian job as a test pi-
lot for North American Aviation. With 
permission from Gen. Henry “Hap” Ar-
nold, chief of the Army Air Forces, 
Welch resigned his commission and ac-
cepted the position. 
 Two years after the end of the war, 
flying the experimental XP-86 jet-
powered Sabre on Oct. 1, 1947, Welch 
allegedly broke through the sound barrier 
14 days before Chuck Yeager officially 
flew his rocket-powered XS-1 faster than 
Mach 1. Although there are indications 
Welch succeeded in this endeavor, there’s 
also evidence he did not. It’s a debate 
that’s still unresolved more than 70 years 
later. 
 Welch continued his successful career 
at North American Aviation, flying in-
creasingly technologically advanced air-
craft. He and Janette remained in Califor-
nia, where their family ultimately includ-
ed sons Giles, born in 1947, and Jolyon, 
born in 1951. 
 He eventually was named NAA’s chief 
engineering test pilot, and on Oct. 20, 
1953, officially flew the new F-100 Super 
Sabre aircraft past Mach 1. The display 

before Air Force officials and the news 
media shattered windows as Welch 
pushed the powerful jet past the 720-mph 
mark.  
 Welch was fatally injured on Oct. 12, 
1954, while flying another F-100 proto-
type. Pulling up from a steep Mach 1 
dive, the aircraft broke apart under the 
stress. He apparently attempted to eject 
from the crippled plane and was found 
alive in his parachute but died on the way 
to the hospital at Edwards Air Force 
Base, Calif. He was 36 years old. 
 His cremated remains were interred 
one month later, on Nov. 12, 1954, at 
Arlington National Cemetery, with his 
wife, mother, and several Air Force offi-
cials in attendance. An Air Force aircraft 
flew over the gravesite as a bugler played 
Taps. 
 In 1962, Delaware state Rep. Harris B. 
McDowell Jr. wrote to the Secretary of 
the Air Force, urging the service to re-
name Dover Air Force Base in Welch’s 
honor. Told regulations would not allow 
that request, McDowell then suggested 
the service either name Dover’s new hos-
pital or its elementary school, after the 
Wilmington ace flyer. 

 The latter request was approved. 
 On May 19, 1962, Delaware Gov. El-
bert Carvel, along with Welch’s parents 
and son Giles, were on hand at Dover 
AFB as Carvel dedicated the Maj. George 
S. Welch Elementary School. A plaque 
installed that day still stands in the 
school’s foyer. 
 A new school, now under construction 
at Dover AFB, also will be named 
in Welch’s honor.  

Welch is greeted by President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt on May 25, 1942. 

Delaware State Archives 

 Gen. Mike Minihan, commander of Air Mobility Command, 
is very familiar with the AMC Museum and how it helps the 
public understand the ongoing mission of military airlift and 
aerial refueling. 
 “The Air Mobility Command traces its lineage back 80 in-
credible years, providing rapid global mobility over the Hump 
and through countless other contingencies and humanitarian 
responses, from the Berlin Airlift to the largest non-combatant 
evacuation airlift in U.S. history this past August,” Minihan said 
in a statement to the Hangar Digest. 
 “I can personally attest the AMC Museum at Dover AFB 
proudly and superbly captures our storied history and educates 
visitors on how AMC projects decisive strength for our nation 
and its allies while delivering hope . . . always.” 
 Minihan, 57, assumed the top post at Air Mobility Command 
on Oct. 5, 2021, coinciding with his promotion to four-star rank. 
 The general had served as deputy commander of the United 
States Indo-Pacific Command before his promotion. He suc-
ceeded Gen. Jacqueline Van Ovost, who was named to head the 
United States Transportation Command. 
 The son and grandson of two senior Air Force officers, Mini-
han entered the Air Force in April 1990 through the Reserve 
Officer Training Program at Auburn University, Alabama. He 
completed undergraduate pilot training in 1991 and has served 
as an aircraft commander, instructor pilot and evaluator pilot in 
the C-130 Hercules. He has commanded in garrison, crisis, com-
bat, and at the squadron, wing, and task force levels. He also 
held numerous joint, combined, and Air Force staff assignments. 
 Minihan is a command pilot with more than 3,400 flying 
hours and is qualified in the C-130 Hercules, KC-10 Extender, 
and the Boeing C-32. 

 Although Minihan has 
been presented with numer-
ous awards and decorations 
to include the Defense Dis-
tinguished Service Medal 
and three awards of the Le-
gion of Merit, he rarely 
wears those signifying per-
sonal achievements on his 
service dress uniform. 
 Instead, he prefers to 
highlight the accomplish-
ments of the people with 
whom he has served. As a 
result, his official portrait 
shows him wearing only 
three ribbons: the Joint Meri-
torious Unit Award with three oak leaf clusters, the Meritorious 
Unit Award with four oak leaf clusters, and the Air Force Out-
standing Unit Award, with the V device and two oak leaf clus-
ters. 
 According to an October 2021 article published in the online 
journal, Task & Purpose, the choice is an intentional one. 
 “Gen. Minihan opted to reduce the number of decorations 
he wears on his service dress at certain events, including re-
tirements and promotions that honor others,” Lindsey Wil-
kinson, deputy director of public affairs for the Air Mobility 
Command said. “He believes that the event should not be 
about him or his accomplishments, but the member he is 
there to honor or recognize.” 

Gen. Mike Minihan lauds Air Mobility Command Museum 

Gen. Mike Minihan 
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   Tyler Potocki’s interest in the past may 
well foreshadow his future. 
 “I’m a really big history geek,” the 12-
year-old Houston, Del., native said. “It 
just fascinates me.” 
 Tyler’s dad, Jason Potocki, agrees, 
saying his son absorbs just about any-
thing when it comes to historical subjects, 
particularly if the topic is World War II. 
 “He wants to learn as much as he can,” 
the elder Potocki said. 
 “When we get to [talking about Word 
War II] in school, I won’t even need a 
teacher,” Tyler added without a hint of 
understatement. 
 If Tyler sounds self-assured, it’s not 
surprising. Some of his favorite places 
are military museums and his best-loved 
stories come from the experiences of his 
late great-grandfather, an Army Air Forc-
es veteran. 
 But what may be surprising is that 
Tyler hasn’t even reached his teens. 
He’s the youngest paid member of the 
Air Mobility Command Museum Foun-
dation, having joined at the age of 10. 
His daily attire usually includes a 
bomber jacket, complete with various 
patches, and a pair of military dogtags 
worn around his neck. 
 An early visit to the former US 
Army’s World War II coastal artillery 
battery at Fort Miles, Del., sparked Ty-
ler’s interest in the military. His initial 
trip to the AMCM followed shortly 
afterward. 

 “My grandmother 
told me about this mu-
seum, and we came 
here when I was four,” 
he said. “I loved it. We 
kept on coming, and I 
loved it more and 
more.” 
 
Insatiable curiosity 
 Tyler’s parents 
have long champi-
oned their only 
child’s interests. Ja-
son is a skilled metal 
fabricator and mom 
Jennifer is an award-
winning Delaware 
State Police trooper 
who flies with the 
department’s tacti-
cal helicopter unit. 
 “We back him up in whatever he wants 
to do,” Jason said. With those interests in 
mind, the family has made recent excur-
sions that included, among other stops, a 
visit to the Smithsonian Air and Space 
Museum as well as the battleship USS 
Wisconsin and its sister ship, the USS 
New Jersey. 
 “Our schedules are fairly flexible and 
so we have the time to take him on these 
trips,” Potocki added. “His grandparents 
also do a lot with him.” 
 While Jennifer’s father was a US Navy 
veteran who served in the late 1960s, it 

was stories about 
her grandfather, 
Staff Sgt. Robert 
J. Paulas, that 
have sparked 
Tyler’s fascina-
tion with military 
service. 
   A first genera-
tion American 
whose father had 
emigrated from 
Greece, Paulus 
had joined the US 
Army Air Forces 
in 1942. He was 
assigned to the 
24th Combat 
Mapping Squad-
ron, which was 
charged with 
photographing 
almost 900,000 
square miles of 

territory in India, Burma, Malaya, Thai-
land, and China in support of the war 
effort. 
 Although not directly involved in com-
bat, the work still was fraught with risk.  
 Even though he had trained on the B-
17 Flying Fortress, Paulas was a flight 
engineer aboard a B-24 Liberator in 
March 1945 when it crashed into the 
Indian Ocean, forcing him to spend 
more than 90 minutes in the water be-
fore his rescue.  
   Paulas spent more than a year of haz-
ardous flying in the China-Burma-India 
theater and during his service earned 
both the Air Medal and the Soldier’s 
Medal. 
 Tyler was four years old when his 
great-grandfather died, but the stories 
about his service had become part of 
family lore. 
 
Airlift progress ‘really astounding’ 
 With its emphasis on airlift, Tyler 
enjoys spending his time at the AMC 
Museum learning about the Air Force’s 
historic cargo and refueling aircraft. 
 “That some of these planes that are 
so large, like the C-5, can carry so 
much, it just blows my mind,” he said.     
   Tyler is particularly fascinated about 
the Museum’s C-5A Galaxy aircraft, 
the same one that in 1970, in a demon-
stration test, became the only aircraft to 
drop a live Minuteman missile from its 
cargo deck. 
 “I wouldn’t call myself an expert, but 
I do know a couple of things about it,” 
he said modestly. 

Our Visitors 

12-year-old is AMC Museum’s biggest fan 

Tyler peers into the ball turret gunner’s station aboard the Mu-
seum’s B-17. It’s hard to imagine how a full-grown man could 
fit into such a small space, he said.  

Tyler and his dad, Jason, look over the AMC Museum’s B-17G, 
“Sleepy Time Gal,” during a November visit. Tyler’s great-
grandfather had trained as a flight engineer aboard a Flying For-
tress during World War II. 
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 The progress made in cargo airlift, from the Museum’s C-47 
Skytrain to the massive C-5, “is really astounding,” Tyler said. 
 “Some people would wonder why you need airplanes to move 
stuff, but I’ve learned the military relies on these planes,” he add-
ed. “The Air Force plays a crucial part in moving all that cargo.” 
 After visiting the Museum over the years, Tyler decided to sup-
port it financially around the time of his 10th birthday. Although 
he’d earned some spending cash helping his father on various pro-
jects, Jason and Jennifer picked up the tab themselves.  
 “We figured the Museum is educational, it’s not some new elec-
tronic toy,” Jason said. “He tried to pay for the membership him-
self, but we did it for him.” 
 Tyler became a crew-level member of the Foundation in 2019 
and upgraded to a flight crew membership a year later. 
 Tyler also has attended three of the AMCM’s Aviation Summer 
Camp programs, where he learned more about the history and 
science of aviation during each weeklong session. With the other 
students he was able to get a behind-the-scenes look at the day-to-
day work that goes on at a military base, including a trip through 
Kent County airspace in an aircraft flown by the Dover AFB Aero 
Club. 
 “I really felt at home behind those controls,” Tyler said, reveal-
ing his pilot had let him take the yoke for a few seconds. 
 “The camps are a lot of fun, and I’ve absorbed a lot of infor-
mation,” he said. 
 They even took a tour of the Air Force’s new KC-46 Pegasus 
aircraft, which had made a temporary stop at the base. 
 “Our group was the only one who was able to go through it,” 
Tyler added. “It was incredible.” 
 Tyler appreciates the help of the Museum’s many volunteers, 
some of whom have flown or worked on some of the aircraft he 
admires. 
 “They’re very helpful,” he said. “They’re really great people. 
They have tons of information to give and they’re really willing to 
share it all. That’s pretty special.” 
 
Plenty of time 
 Looking to the future, Tyler intends to continue regular visits to 
the Museum and remain a member of the Foundation. He is a sev-

enth-grade student at Sussex Academy of Arts and Science, a 
Georgetown, Del. public charter school, whose favorite classes 
include social studies, mathematics, and the sciences. He eventual-
ly wants to earn a pilot’s license. 
 However, Tyler recently has divided his interests between the 
air and the deep blue sea, following a tour of the USS Becuna, a 
World War II-era submarine preserved at the Independence Sea-
port Museum in Philadelphia.  
 “I think I could be a submariner,” Tyler said. “I want to serve, 
and I think I could put up with the cramped quarters in a subma-
rine.” 
 Regardless of what the years bring, Tyler knows he can count 
on parental support. 
 “We’ll back him up in whatever he wants to do,” Jason said. 
“He wanted to be a pilot up until he got aboard that sub in Phila-
delphia.  
 “But he’s 12 years old, and that gives him plenty of time 
to change his mind.” 

Courtesy Jason Potocki 

A very young Tyler Potocki rides on the lap of his great-
grandfather, former US Army Air Forces Staff Sgt. Robert J. Pau-
lus during an early Museum visit.  

Bryan “Skip” Ford, center, presents 
a donation to retired Lt Gen William 
Welser III, Air Mobility Command 
Museum Foundation board presi-
dent, and former 436th Airlift Wing 
commander. The presentation was 
on Nov 18, 2021, at the C-5A Galaxy 
at the AMC Museum. The money was 
collected during a recent reunion of 
former Dover AFB C-5A/B maintain-
ers and crew chiefs and presented to 
the Foundation to help preserve the 
Museum’s more than 35 aircraft. 
From left are Jeff Brown, AMC Muse-
um Foundation Hangar Digest editor 
and board secretary, Roger Cox, 
board member, Mike Wysong, board 
vice president, John Taylor, AMC 
Museum director, Ford, Welser, Tim 
Hahn, Bettie Campbell, AMC Muse-
um Foundation executive assistant, 
and Denise Miller, AMC Museum 
Foundation store manager. 

 

USAF photo by Roland Balik 
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AMCM vols reap honors in quarterly ceremony 
Inside the Hangar   

 The Air Mobility Command Museum staff held its quarterly awards ceremony on Nov 5, 2021. 
 The event was hosted by Museum Director John Taylor, who told the group, “The most favorite part of my job is recognizing the 
people who are the best.” 
 436th Airlift Wing vice commander Col. Shanon Anderson and Wing Staff Superintendent Senior Master Sgt. Troy Sahai were 
guests of honor. 
 “You all are one of the things that we brag about, that make us unique,” Anderson told the group. “For all that you do, day in and 
day out, thank you.” 
 AMCM Foundation President Bill Welser was on hand, attending his first ceremony as the group’s chief executive. 
 Welser thanked Taylor and his staff for making the AMCM the prime tourist attraction for the state of Delaware. 
 “We in this Museum change people’s lives,” he said. “We in this Museum have to go forth as a team because everything we do 
here is all about the Museum.” 
 Welser noted honoree Don Hall had garnered more than 10,000 hours for his volunteer work – that’s more than one full year, 24/7, 
spent working at the Museum, he said. 
 In his remarks, Taylor noted that to date, the Museum had received more than 42,000 visitors and that its volunteers had donated 
more than 15,000 hours of their time in guiding those visitors and working to maintain the Museum facility and its more than three 
dozen aircraft.  
 Among some of the 25 scheduled tours during the year, the Museum’s volunteers hosted Chief Master Sgt. of the Air Force Jo-
Anne Bass, the TAC Tanker Reunion, the 9/11 Memorial, the C-5 Crew Chief Reunion, and the Smithsonian Channel’s C-5A video 
production and volunteer interviews. 
 All award trophies were funded by the AMC Museum Foundation. 

Mike Phillips 
Volunteer of the Month - July 2021 
   Since November 2007, Mike has accumulated more than 5,900 hours of volunteer time. 
   He replaced 24 windows on the C-131 Samaritan aircraft. 
   Working with the AMCM’s Aviation Summer Camp, he instructed the students on how to con-
duct preflight inspections using the Museum’s C-5 flight deck. 

Ron Bauer 
Volunteer of the Month – August 2021 
   Ron began his volunteer work in November 2010 and since then has put in more than 5,100 
hours at the Museum. 
   He was responsible for removing and replacing 10 windows on the C-119C Flying Boxcar, and 
worked to arrest decay and repair a heavily corroded right wing section on the C-119C. 
   Ron replaced a damaged elevator lock on the KC-135 Stratotanker, preventing further damage 
to the aircraft. 

Scott Kapes 
Volunteer of the Month – September 2021 
   Scott began volunteering at the AMCM in November 2017 and in nearly four years donated 
more than 1,200 hours to the Museum 
   As a tour guide, he has shown hundreds of people through the Museum and its exhibits.  
   He’s received rave reviews from many of those visitors, notably:  
   “Great Museum, even better guides! Scott was amazing! Very knowledgeable about the air-
craft, the roles they played and most importantly, he is passionate about the Museum and its ex-
hibits.” 
   “This Museum shares a part of history. We appreciate those who went above and beyond. Our 
guide, Scott, was incredible. Yes, it’s a free entry, but it’s priceless . . . a must-see!” 
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Patty Coffman 
Volunteer of the Quarter – July-September 2021 
436th Airlift Wing Staff Agency Volunteer of the Quarter -- July-September 2021 
436th Airlift Wing Volunteer of the Quarter – July-September 2021 
   Patty started working in the AMC Museum’s gift store in July 2019 and has accumulated more 
than 900 hours. 
   She managed the recent store reorganization. 
   Manning shortages, mainly due to COVID, have meant the store is sometimes short of person-
nel needed to keep it open; she consistently steps in, helping to ensure the store remains manned. 
   She is well known for her consistently outstanding customer service and professionalism. 
   She makes store customers feel welcome by greeting them, answering questions, and promot-
ing new products. 
   Her positive attitude ensures that the “last impression is the lasting impression.” 

   Museum Director John Taylor recognized several other milestones during the ceremony: 
   - Ron Bauer reached the landmark of passing more than 5,000 hours as a volunteer. 
   - Don Hall was recognized for contributing more than 10,000 hours in volunteer time. Although volunteers with this many hours usually 
are awarded a model airplane, Don elected instead to have a memorial brick installed in the Museum’s Commemoration Park. The brick 
will be inscribed with his and his wife’s name and the logo of the Air Force’s pararescue service, where Don served for many years. 
   Awards for the remainder of the year will be announced early in 2022. 

 

Retired AMCM volunteer coordinator Jan Caldwell 
looks very happy as Patty Taylor serves up a heaping 
helping of mac and cheese. 

Jan Caldwell took some time to catch up 
with Laraine and Don Hall and Paul and 
Lena Roy. The potluck festivities were held 
in the Museum’s restoration hangar. 

Judith Kroegmann, Kelly Hurlburt, Patty Taylor and 
Kim Czerwinski were Santa’s luncheon elves at the 
event, held Dec. 14. Covid restrictions were observed 
throughout the food serving lines. 

 

Dig in! AMCM holds annual Christmas luncheon 

Upholding a long tradition, prizes were given to 
the youngest and oldest volunteers present. 
The honors went to Nick Saborio and Charlie 
Grant, whose birthdays are exactly 69 years, 
three months and 11 days apart. 
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By 
Bill Welser FOUNDATION NOTES 

Happy New Year! 

     We hope that you were able to spend time with Fami-
ly & Friends over the holidays and that you might have 
also taken time to bring them to the AMC Museum. The 
amazing volunteers gave many tours over the holidays to 
rave reviews from our visitors!  

    If you have not visited the Museum recently, it is time 
to come in and see the many improvements and new dis-
plays that have recently been incorporated through the 
vision of John Taylor, Eric Czerwinski, Mike Hurlburt, 
and Les Polley. There is much more to come in 2022! 

    December was also the kick-off to our Museum Foun-
dation Annual Fundraiser. Your support with a tax-
deductible donation, in any amount, will help continue the 
great work done by the Museum Team. Our focus on edu-
cation, heritage, restoration, community, and expansion can 
only be successful through the continued support of our 
Foundation members, patrons, industry partners, and volunteers. None of this is possible without your generosity.  

    This year, the first 50 $100-plus donors will receive their choice of a Berlin Airlift or StarLifter Liberty Salute giclee. All 
$150-plus donors will also be entered into a drawing for a flight in a 1941 Stearman or a Schweizer 2-33 glider. All $200-plus 
donors will also have a chance to win a photo signed by Lt Col Dick Cole, the last surviving Doolittle Raider who passed in 
April 2019. And finally, the highest donation donor will automatically receive a similar signed photo. Additional information 
is available on page 17 of this Hangar Digest. 

    The Foundation is proud to have Drew Taylor join our Board. A pilot, IT specialist, concert musician, and space suit tester, 
Drew brings incredible talent to our Board. He also brings some youth and new generational insight to the Team! 

    We would like to thank the C-5 Crew Chiefs and CMSgt Bryan Ford for the generous donation to the Museum after their 
recent reunion and fundraiser. Those funds will be used to fulfill the AMCM mission, and we appreciate their decision to do-
nate to the Museum through the Foundation. 

    Sadly we learned of the passing of William “Bill” Willis. Born & raised in Dover, he was a Museum Top Gold Eagle donor. 
This World War II B-24 nose turret gunner was shot down in Europe and served as a prisoner of war in Germany. Check out 
the July-September 2019 Hangar Digest (amcmuseum.org/education) for his amazing story. Thanks to Bill and Betty Willis 
for their incredible support of the Museum. 

    In the upcoming months, there will be some more changes to our Foundation Team as we move forward in 2022. In addi-
tion, we would love to hear from our Foundation members to include comments about favorite parts of “your museum” as well 
as any suggestions for improvements, growth, and our amazing Museum Store.  

    If you know any folks who would like to be AMC Museum Foundation members, have them sign up so they can enjoy the 
many benefits of being part of the Museum Family.  

    Just a final reminder to make a tax-deductible Annual Fund Raiser donation to help support our many missions - Because in 
the end, it is all about the Museum!     

— Bill Welser 

 

Hank Baker – Volunteer  
Dick Caldwell – Volunteer 
Gerald P. Foss – Foundation Lifetime member 
Roger L. Evans – Foundation Lifetime member 
Paul Gillis – Foundation Board member 
Bruce Moran – Volunteer 

James O’Dell – Foundation Lifetime member 
Bill Welser Jr. – Foundation Lifetime member 
Bob Wikso – Volunteer/Foundation Lifetime member 
William Willis – Foundation Gold Eagle member 
Janet VanHoorik – Volunteer 

The Air Mobility Command Museum Foundation wishes to recognize those volunteers and Foundation mem-
bers who went west during 2021: 
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 Andrew M. “Drew” Taylor is a man of 
many interests: photographer, automotive 
collector, musician, computer whiz, pub-
lic affairs officer, and aircraft pilot.  
 To that impressive resume, he can now 
add to the mantle of Air Mobility Com-
mand Museum Foundation director.  In 
October, Taylor formally was elected to 
the 15-member board and attended his 
first meeting during its Nov 18, 2021, 
session. 
 Becoming an AMCMF director is the 
culmination of the 59-year-old’s decades-
long association with the organization. 
 “I’ve always felt that the Air Mobility 
Command Museum has been such a gem 
for the state of Delaware,” he said. 
 “My first appreciation for the AMC 
Museum came way back when I was just 
a little boy, visiting the AMC Museum 
numerous times with my parents,” Taylor 
revealed. 
 In truth, Taylor’s interests predate the 
AMCM existence in its present form, 

going back to the Museum’s origins with 
the restoration of a historic B-17G air-
craft, known as Shoo Shoo Shoo Baby.   
 Beginning in 1978, the aircraft was 
painstakingly restored to flying condition 
by Reservists with the 512th Military 
Airlift Wing (Associate), now the 512th 
Airlift Wing at Dover Air Force Base. 
 “In 1988, I was there to watch Shoo 
Shoo Shoo Baby fly off to the Air Force 
Museum at Wright-Patterson AFB, Day-
ton, Ohio,” he said.   
 Watching the 44-year-old Flying For-
tress take off under its own power was a 
thrill, and it gave Taylor a sense of what 
could be accomplished by a group of 
people dedicated to rehabilitating and 
maintaining historic aircraft, he said. 
 “I’ve been watching the Museum grow 
and improve ever since that time,” Tay-
lor said. 
 In his career, Taylor has racked up an 
impressive list of accomplishments. 
 Graduating with honors with the 1980 
class of Lake Forest High School in Fel-
ton, Del., in 1984, he earned a Bachelor 
of Music degree from the Cincinnati 
College-Conservatory of Music and that 
same year graduated with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in computer science and 
programming from the University of 
Cincinnati. Two years later, he earned 
master’s degrees in both fields. 
 In addition, he holds several official 
certifications in computer-related infor-
mation technologies and has flown more 
than 2,300 hours as a private pilot.  
 Taylor also has played trombone with 
three major symphony orchestras, 
worked as a land surveyor, and since 
1999 has taught IT and photography at 
both Delaware Technical Community 
College and the Simeone Foundation 
Automotive Museum in Philadelphia, 
where he also serves on its board of di-
rectors.  
 Taylor also has used his interest in 
flying and photography as an aerial sur-
veyor for Delaware’s Department of 
Natural Resources. 

 For the past 25 years, he’s been one of 
the few people to work as a spacesuit 
tester/evaluator at ILC Dover, a Dela-
ware company that has manufactured 
spacesuits for NASA. Taylor also finds 
time for his full-time job as the Dela-
ware Solid Waste Authority’s chief in-
formation officer.   
 When it comes to hobbies, in addition 
to photography, Taylor races automo-
biles, collects and restores vintage cars, 
trucks, and motorcycles, and loves to 
travel.   
 That diverse and admittedly unique 
background converges with his desire to 
serve as a director at the AMCM Foun-
dation. 
 “I’m now at a point in my life that I 
feel I can really contribute to the AMC 
Museum with my own unique talents, 
experience, and knowledge, he said.   
 “I’m honored to be an AMC Museum 
board member and look forward to con-
tributing to the continued success of the 
Museum into the future,” Taylor said.   
 The father of three boys, Taylor and 
Luann, his wife of 35 years, live in 
Camden, Del.  
 

Delaware native Drew Taylor joins AMCMF Board 
Air Mobility Command Museum Foundation 

Drew Taylor 

Fully suited in a NASA spacesuit, Taylor 
prepares to be lowered into the Neutral 
Buoyancy Pool at the Johnson Space 
Center in Houston, Texas. The suit is 
made in Frederica, Del., a few miles from 
the AMC Museum. Taylor is assisting 
manufacturer ILC Dover with planning for 
the company’s proposed Mars spacesuit. 

Photos courtesy Drew Taylor 
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 There’s something new coming to the 
main hangar at the Air Mobility Com-
mand Museum. 
 Of course, that’s not really news – the 
AMCM constantly updates its displays 
and exhibits. But this project will bring a 
significant shift in presenting the story of 
how the Air Force performed its role of 
airlift over more than 80 years. 
 It’s a plan that’s been in the works for 
quite some time, Deputy Director Eric 
Czerwinski said. 
 Currently, the hangar’s eastern wall 
consists of four rooms, each displaying 
different aspects of Air Force history, he 
said. 
 “The idea is that we’re reordering the 
rooms to put them in a chronological 
order,” Czerwinski said. “They’ve been 
pretty hodgepodge up until now.” 
 People simply weren’t going to that 
part of the hangar to see what was there, 
he said. Aside from a Vietnam War 
presentation, the doorways to the various 
rooms were plain, uninspiring, and bor-
ing. Each room remained unlit unless 
someone ventured in and triggered the 
automatic lighting. 
 All in all, there wasn’t much in the 
rooms to beckon the curious. 
 “They just weren’t inviting,” Hal 
Sellars, the Museum’s graphic designer 
and collections manager, said. 
 “We learned people weren’t going in 
there,” Czerwinski added. “They didn’t 
feel comfortable going into rooms that 
were dark and not well marked.” 

Badly needed 
update 
 This was a situa-
tion that needed 
changing, Czerwin-
ski said. 
 The four rooms, 
which each measure 
about 190 feet 
square, once were 
offices in the hangar 
known as Building 
1301, the home of a 
classified rocket 
testing operation 
during World War 
II. They were repur-
posed continually 
until the mid-1970s 
when the massive 
hangar fell out of 
use.  
 The entire facility 
was in decrepit con-
dition by the time Dover Air Force Base 
rebuilt it into the AMC Museum. Photos 
of the rooms show fallen ceilings, dan-
gling electrical wiring, water damage, 
and rodent infestations. 
 That changed, of course, after the res-
toration and when the current displays 
were put in, Czerwinski said. Although 
they’ve undergone some changes, 
they’ve not been altered much since. 
 “Some of them were 20 years old and 
needed updating,” Sellars said. “They 
just were out of date.” 

   Czerwinski and 
Sellars put their 
heads together 
and decided to 
evoke the eras of 
World War II, the 
Korean War and 
Vietnam Conflict, 
and the post-Cold 
War Air Force of 
the 21st century. 
   “At the same 
time, we asked 
how we could 
make the experi-
ence more im-
mersive, how 
could we bring 
people into the 
exhibit,” Czer-
winski said. 

   The planners 
looked to a rela-

tively new exhibit depicting the Air Force 
in Vietnam. Several years ago, that era’s 
entranceway was dressed up with a 
wooden façade that represented one of 
the ubiquitous “hooches” that housed 
airmen on bases across South Vietnam. 
They added a single mannequin outside, 
representing a lone airman trying to pass 
the time. 
 “That room was set, so we really didn’t 
need to change anything,” Czerwinski 
said. “It really does a great job of ex-
plaining airlift during Vietnam.” 
 “It set the bar for what we wanted to 
do with the other three rooms,” Sellars 
added. 
  
You will feel cold 
 Builder Michael Bingaman, the owner 
of Custom Remodeling and Restorations 
LLC of Denton, Md., is the Museum’s 
contractor for the renovation work. 
 Backed by 33 years of experience as a 
carpenter, Bingaman previously built the 
display stages for the Museum’s B-17G, 
its WACO glider, and the schoolrooms 
used for its summer camps. 
 “They’re really challenging me here,” 
Bingaman said of the work. “But it’s 
amazing; this is my favorite job.” 
 Bingaman has built the façade of the 
World War II exhibit as a tarpaper build-
ing. These were wooden buildings cov-
ered with heavy waterproof tar-infused 
paper; cheap and easy to build, they pro-
liferated on bases across the United 

Your Museum 

Updated displays trace 80 years of airlift 

Museum Deputy Director Eric Czerwinski and AMCM graphic 
designer and collections manager Hal Sellars talk outside the 
nearly complete Korean conflict Quonset hut façade. The front 
of the hut will be painted green and landscaped to look like 
the snow and mud American airmen dealt with during the war. 

Carpenter Michael Bingaman staples tarpaper to the outside of 
what will be the AMCM’s World War II exhibit. 
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States and overseas. They were among 
the first buildings constructed when Do-
ver AFB was activated in 1941, and 
some served well into the 1950s. 
 While many of the details have not 
yet been worked out, Czerwinski said 
the interior of the World War II room 
will feature new display cases and a 
video monitor. Visitors will be able to 
follow the war’s progress via footage 
on newsreels, films that presented sto-
ries of the war and which often played 
in theaters along with the movies. In 
the days before television and the Inter-
net, these black-and-white films often 
were the only way the American public 
could see news about the war. 
 This room also will pay tribute to the 
many WASPs, or Women Airforce Ser-
vice Pilots, who served during the war. 
They were a corps of female volunteers 
who ferried and tested aircraft, freeing 
men to fight in combat. 
 The Korean conflict exhibit is faced 
with a Quonset hut, which, although 
they originated during World War II, 
saw frequent use in the 1950s. Several 
of these buildings also were used in the 
early days of Dover AFB. They are 

lightweight, prefabricated buildings of 
corrugated steel built as a half-circle. 
 Although the conflict raged for more 
than three years along the Korean pen-
insula, most people remember the war 
because of what has become known as 
the Battle of the Chosin Reservoir. In 
November and December 1950, thou-
sands of American and Allied troops 
were trapped in North Korea, forced to 
fight Communist forces in bitter cold, 
subzero weather.  
 While the entire war will be revisited, 
the Chosin Reservoir will be a focus for 
this room, Czerwinski said. 
 Frosty blue lighting inside, a snow- 
and mud-covered exterior, and other 
thematic effects will help evoke those 
extreme conditions, Czerwinski said.  
 “This room will make you feel cold,” 
he said. 
 “It will make you realize how these 
people were working in such condi-
tions,” Sellars added. 
 Lastly, the exhibit entrance showcas-
ing the post-Cold War Air Force will 
feature the Model 305 field-grade tent 
used extensively during recent conflicts 
and humanitarian missions. It will be 

pitched amid an exterior evoking the 
desert scenarios American personnel 
have served in over the past two dec-
ades. 
 Each room will feature items from 
the AMCM’s vast collection of arti-
facts, many of which have not been 
seen in years and some which never 
have been on display. Gone will be the 
current flat, fluorescent lighting, re-
placed with spotlighting to highlight the 
displays. 
 “We have lots of items in our collec-
tions that need to be put out,” Czerwin-
ski said. “They’ll help explain each era 
that we’re trying to show and the sto-
ries behind them. 
 “We have some great artifacts that 
will explain each era much better than 
we do now,” he added. 
 Visitors to the AMCM will see the 
project move along over the next few 
months as the facades are completed, 
and work on each room begins.  
 Czerwinski is not in a hurry. 
 “We don’t have a deadline for this,” 
he said. “We’re not going to rush be-
cause we want to get it right.” 

   An editorial error (yes, that happens) in preparing the Oct—Dec 2021 Hangar Digest meant three donors to last year ’s Summer 
Fundraiser Campaign were not acknowledged as they should have been. They were: Mitten and Winters Certified Accountants, 
which contributed $250, and the Bavarian Bakery and Deli and the Nobles Pond community, which donated $100 each. Your 
humble editor regrets the error. 
   In all, these three firms and 38 others made generous donations of more than $6,300 to the AMC Museum Foundation. 
   By now, Hangar Digest readers will have received letters detailing the Foundation’s new 2021/2022 Annual Fundraising Cam-
paign. The campaign runs through March 2022, so there’s still plenty of time to contribute! 

Frank Zabuck, owner of the 
Dover Army/Navy Store and 
William C. Torbert Jr., CEO 
of Torbert Funeral Chapels 
in Dover, have joined the 
many Dover and Kent Coun-
ty firms and individuals who 
have supported the Air Mo-
bility Command Museum 
Foundation through the 
years. We appreciate their 
continued support. 
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AMC Museum unveils POW/MIA Chair of Honor 
Veterans Day and POW/MIA Memorial 

 A somber Veterans Day ceremony held Nov 11, 2021, at 
the Air Mobility Command Museum marked the dedication 
of Delaware’s 58th POW/MIA Chair of Honor. 
 The exhibit, created from a C-5A Galaxy flight engineer’s 
chair, was unveiled to honor all who still are being held as 
prisoners of war or are listed as missing in action. It was the 
first time a chair from an aircraft was dedicated for a POW/
MIA memorial in the First State. 
 “This empty chair will serve as an instant reminder of all 
the sacrifices made for our country by the still-missing 
American servicemen who have for too long been forgotten 
by all except their families and some close friends,” John 
Taylor, director of the AMC Museum, said. 
 Rosely Robinson, director of A Hero’s Welcome Delaware, 
explained the significance of the Chair of Honor and hopes 
the new exhibit will provide educational opportunities for the 
public. 
 “I wanted to make sure that the POWs and MIAs that never 
came home will never be forgotten,” said Robinson, who has 
coordinated 43 chairs to date. “Having this chair gives us the 
opportunity to teach everyone about POW/MIAs.” 
 The day’s guest speaker was former US Air Force Capt. 
Ralph W. Galati of Wallingford, Pa., a former Vietnam 
POW.  
 Galati reflected on his 14-month imprisonment and what 
the exhibit means to all those the chair represents. 
 “There are more than 80,000 [service members] missing 
since World War II, which means there are 80,000 families 
waiting for some resolution,” said Galati. 
 “I think it is important to keep that memory alive and let 
the families know that they are not forgotten.” 

 Traditionally, POW/MIA memorial chairs are black and in-
clude a white POW/MIA logo on the backrest. This chair de-
parts from that model; the cushioning is completely black and 
includes the word “Dover” in yellow along the side of the 
backrest and seat. The safety harness remains as well. 
 The chair remains permanently unoccupied, symbolizing the 
expected return of any missing or prisoners of war. 
 The AMCM’s chair stands on a black pedestal near the mez-
zanine stairwell. 

 Almost 50 years ago, just days after his release from a North 
Vietnamese prison, US Air Force Lt Ralph W. Galati said his 
belief in his homeland had remained strong despite his hardships 
in Hanoi. 
 “I never lost faith in the president or the republic, and I am 
happy and proud to be back in America,” he told a hometown 
crowd in April 1973. 
 Those remarks stand true for Galati today. 
 “I’m a lucky guy,” he told the audience at the AMCM’s POW/
MIA Chair of Honor Nov 11 dedication. “I spent some time as a 
POW in North Vietnam. It was not heroic; it was far from hero-
ic. There was nothing brave about it at all. What it was, howev-
er, was performing one’s duty with dignity and to return with 
honor.” 
 That duty meant getting around their captors’ nightmarish 
rules on conduct and enduring the penalties when caught. Galati 
and the others suffered almost unimaginable punishments for 
breaking those rules. They persisted, he said, because their duty 
under the Military Code of Conduct demanded it. 
 “From my own POW experience, I can tell you that we were 
tested with physical and emotional experiences on a daily basis: 
fear, punishment, loneliness, starvation, boredom. However, the 
one thing we never felt was abandonment. We strove to endure.” 
 That effort was brokered in part because the prisoners knew 
those outside prison walls were actively fighting on their behalf.     

USAF photo by Roland Balik 

436th Airlift Wing commander Col Matt Husemann, AMC Museum 
Director John Taylor, former Vietnam prisoner of war Ralph W. 
Galati and A Hero’s Welcome Delaware director Rosely Robinson 
unveiled the AMCM’s POW/MIA Chair of Honor in ceremonies held 
Nov 11, 2021. 

Former POW Ralph W. Galati: I never lost faith 

Former Vietnam prisoner of war Ralph W. Galati speaks during 
the POW/MIA Chair of Honor dedication ceremony held Veterans 
Day at the AMC Museum. Galati spent 14 months as a POW in the 
infamous Hanoi Hilton from February 1972 until March 1973. He 
now lives in Wallingford, Pa. 

USAF photo by Roland Balik 
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   The POWs were involved in their own struggle, that of re-
sistance to their captors. 
 “Why was it important for POWs to fight and endure such 
harsh treatment? Part of it is that simple Code of Conduct,” he 
said.  
 “Part is because we were military officers who now had a new 
mission thrust upon us: resist to the best of our ability and return 
home with honor.” 
 The memorial chair dedication was not Galati’s first visit to 
the AMCM. In April 2014, he told members of Team Dover that 
trust in fellow airmen was one way of dealing with the ordeal of 
being a prisoner of war. 
 “I really learned how important faith is, not only in God, but 
also faith and trust in your fellow soldier,” he said then. “I’m not 
joking when I say I was much braver with others. It’s just much 
easier to resist and easier to be strong when you know your bud-
dy has your back. 
 “The whole spirit of brotherhood, community, teamwork, and 
the importance of communication; you just can’t make it without 
it.” 
 
Total uncertainty 
 Galati did return home with honor, more than a year after his F-4 
Phantom aircraft was shot down over North Vietnam. 
 Born and raised in Philadelphia, Galati earned an Air Force 
commission in 1970.  
 “I joined the Air Force because it was the combination of the 
thrill of flying and the possibility of doing something that was 
really out of my element,” Galati said in a November telephone 
interview. “It gave me a chance to see what I was made of.” 
 Assigned to Ubon Royal Thai Air Force Base, Thailand, as a 
weapons systems officer, he had flown 68 missions before 
Wednesday, Feb 16, 1972. 
   Galati and his pilot, Capt William R. Schwertfeger, were on a 

mission north of the Demili-
tarized Zone between North 
and South Vietnam when a 
pair of surface-to-air missiles 
hit their aircraft. They eject-
ed without injury and landed 
only 200 yards from each 
other. Local militia members 
quickly captured the officers. 
   Galati and Schwertfeger 
arrived at the infamous 
“Hanoi Hilton” prison a day 
later, where they and three 
other POWs were put on 
display during a North Viet-
namese news conference. He 
spent the first 75 days of his 
captivity in solitary confine-
ment. 
   Galati’s capture occurred 

only six days after his wife, Rosemary, had given birth to their 
first child. 
 It took five days for his family to receive official notification 
from the US government. 
 “My wife had just had a baby, and then she got the call,” he 
said. “I’ve learned the sacrifices of the families were really 
significant. 
   “They had total uncertainty as to our fate. We knew our fami-
lies were safe and protected back in the States, but they didn’t 
have that assurance about us.” 

Still going strong 
 Galati returned to active duty after his repatriation in March 1973. 
He finished eight years of active service in 1978 and served in the 
Air Force Reserve until 1981. 
 Afterward, he worked for IBM until retiring in 2007, served as an 
adjunct professor, and 
worked with his alma 
mater, St. Joseph’s Uni-
versity, where he fos-
tered a veterans entrepre-
neurship program. Alt-
hough retired, he contin-
ues to work actively on 
veterans issues. 
 He works with A 
Hero’s Welcome Dela-
ware Director Rosely 
Robinson and former US 
Marine Corps Lance Cpl. 
Patrick Hughes of Roll-
ing Thunder, Inc., a nonprofit group working to help account for 
America’s POWs and others still missing in action. 
 “I do this because it is important to the families, and it’s important 
to me,” he said. “If someone is gracious enough to put up a 
[memorial chair] and invite me, I do it. It’s as simple as that.” 
 It’s vital that the families of the missing and the general public 
know and appreciate the importance of the chair and the signifi-
cance of what it represents, Galati said. 
 “This should be all about those who still are missing, not just the 
POWs,” he said. “The POWs, we’re fine. It’s the families of the 
missing who still are sacrificing. They’ve had unresolved issues, 
some for decades. We want to make sure they’re not forgotten. 
 “They still just don’t know,” he said. “They think their loved ones 
may be deceased, but they just don’t know. So that chair represents 
a grateful nation, letting them know their loved one has not been 
forgotten or abandoned.” 
 He stays in touch with Schwertfeger through a strong network 
of former Vietnam POWs. 
   “I’m 73, and the second youngest former POW,” he said. 
“We’re  a solid cadre and we’re still going strong.” 

Lt. Ralph Galati poses with his F-4 Phantom aircraft at Ubon Royal 
Thai Air Force Base in January 1972, just a month before he and 
his pilot, Capt William R. Schwertfeger, were shot down. 

Courtesy of Ralph Galati 

Galati was promoted to captain 
after his release from captivity. 
He was awarded the Silver Star 
and other decorations for his 
service.  

During the Vietnam War, thousands 
of Americans wore metal bracelets 
bearing the name of a prisoner of 
war or missing servicemen, and the 
date they were captured or went 
missing.  

Courtesy of Ralph Galati 
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Larry Osburn, of Las Vegas, Nev., tells daughter 
and son-in-law Sarah and Ryan Crawford of Lan-
denberg, Pa., his childhood memories about the 
U3-A aircraft. Osburn’s father, Lt. Col. Leland A. 
Osburn, flew the Blue Canoe out of Patrick Air 
Force Base, Fla. “I came to Pennsylvania to visit 
my newest granddaughter, and I saw the Museum 
on Google Maps,” he said. “I saw all the planes 
and knew I had to come to this place.” 

AMCM aircraft restoration team member 
Jeff Kirwan works to replace a landing gear 
door hinge on the Museum’s F-106 Voodoo. 
Kirwan’s efforts are just one small example 
of the continuous maintenance needed to 
keep the Museum’s aircraft collection in 
good condition. 

NOTE: background cloud photographs on this page  were taken at Omaha Beach, Normandy, France 

December 5 was supposed to be a sunny, mild day in 
Delaware but the fact that the weather didn’t hold to 
its forecast didn’t stop Lindsay Hagman and Giuliano 
Damiano of Newtown, Pa., left, and Svetlana and Illya 
Katsnelson of Cherry Hill, N.J., from coming to the 
AMC Museum. They were guided by docent Patrick 
Bucco. It was the first Museum visit for both couples. 

Six-year-old Harley Kraft of Greensboro, Md., looks over the rib-
bon display belonging to US Marine Corps Maj Gen James Living-
ston in the Museum’s Hallway of Heroes, along with great-
grandfather Clarence Armstrong. “It’s pretty cool,” Harley said of 
the Museum. “I want to learn a lot about airplanes.” Harley’s goal 
in life is to become as astronaut. 
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AMC Museum Foundation Inc. 
P.O. Box 2024 
Dover AFB, DE 19902-9988 

TO BE INCLUDED ON OUR MAILING LIST FOR UPDATES ON NEW  
ITEMS IN OUR ONLINE STORE, SEND AN EMAIL TO ESTORE@AMCMF.COM 

Explore the 
AMC Museum’s  

E-store! 

Visit the AMC 
Museum’s  
Website! 


